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PREMONITION. 



It is as much an axiom in things pertaining 
to religion as in merely secular affairs, that 
familiarity breeds contempt ; but there is in 
the former case this exaggeration of evil, that 
"he that despiseth, despiseth not man but 
God." To be made intimate with holy things 
is trial enough for the most devout mind, but 
to the unsanctified and unprepared it is very 
death. Unhappily however the intruder into 
the ministerial office, seems to be judicially 
blinded both to the present and future con- 
sequences of his proceeding : he is wonder- 
fully unconscious of the spiritual suicide he 
is committing ; he cannot see that every holy 
rite and means of grace that he administers is 
hardening his heart into that recklessness of 
sin, in which, by a just, but awful judgment, 
the things which should have been for his 
health are unto him an occasion of falling. 

There is in fact a three-fold evil in the un- 
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2 PREMONITION. 

worthy undertaking of the cure of souls. 
First of all, God is insulted by such irreve- 
rent approaches to His spotless mysteries : and 
secondly, the Lord's enemies are made to blas- 
pheme, while His people, so dearly purchased, 
are alienated from Him and taught to trans- 
gress : and lastly, the necessary consequence 
and righteous recompense of all this, a damna- 
tion is heaped by the hands of the unworthy 
pastor upon his own soul, too great to be con- 
ceived. 

The Church may now congratulate herself 
that by the establishment of theological col- 
leges, in which candidates for the ministry 
may learn the nature of their future calling, 
she is doing away with every pretext for that 
careless hurrying into her holy offices, which 
has been, alas, her shame and curse. She 
can now supply as good a preparation as can 
be desired to all that care to avail themselves 
of it. But, after all, the aspirant to the clerical 
office will find his greatest strength in that 
godly principle laid down by a devout father, 
Bene ordsse est bene stiuktisse; he will learn 
more of what he requires to know, upon his 
knees, than in the posture of the deepest 
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study : and to assist sincere and earnest men 
in this most important branch of preparation, 
is the object of this humble Manual. 

I have attempted a great thing, not because 
I feel myself peculiarly competent for it, but 
lest it should be left undone ; and in my 
attempts to rise heavenwards in the follow- 
ing prayers and meditations, I have used no 
waxen wings of my own framing, but I have 
chosen rather to lay hold upon the hands of 
higher and better fliers than myself, using, 
as much as possible, either their very words, 
or the pattern of them, as the vehicle of devo- 
tion. It matters nothing to me how little 
originality is in the work, so that it answers 
its design ; only let cavillers beware, lest when 
they think to censure me, they be condemning 
some whom they would not willingly blame : 
a Taylor, or a Tillotson ; a Horneck, a Sher- 
lock, or a Wilson : indeed I have taken that 
which I thought suitable, without requiring 
anything more than that it should be the ex- 
pression of a devout soul. 

As regards the lections of the appendix, if 
they offend any from their quaintness, or any 
other cause, they are such as I could com- 
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maud, and though I do not deny that better 
might be found, I am certain that he that 
makes the most he can of them will be 
abundantly edified. And now, having thus 
brought out of the good treasures of the 
Church things new and old, I beseech the 
blessed Spirit of grace, that these holy thoughts 
and prayers may be as incense in the censers 
of multitudes of the sons of Levi, and in 
edifying them may be blessed to the edifying 
of their flocks, to the glory of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



HAST THOU WELL CONSIDERED 

How great is the Lord's harvest and how 
few are the labourers ! 

How many souls perish for lack of know- 
ledge, and yet 

How costly is one soul in the eyes^of its 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier ! 

How great is the call on G-od's people to 
help these poor souls ! 

How great the damnation of those that care 
not that they perish ! 

How great the blessedness of those that 
turn many to righteousness ! 

How unworthy is even the best of men to 
fill the ministerial office ! 

How difficult and dangerous is the dis- 
charge of it ! 

How great discouragements are met with 
in it! 

How full of wisdom from above the preach- 
ers of the everlasting Gospel should be ! 

How full of love and self-devotion the 
feeders of the flock of God ! 
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How clean the bearers of the vessels of the 
Lord! 

How humble the followers of the Son of 
Man! 

How prudent and learned the gainsayers of 
the wisdom of this world ! 

How perfect an example must they set the 
people ! and to this end 

How closely must they follow Christ's ex- 
ample ! 

How wonderfully enduring effects must 
follow their ministry ! 

How surely their own souls must be in- < 
volved in the fete of those they have in 
charge? 

If thou hast duly considered all this, go, 
and the Lord be with thee. 



I. 

SUNDAY. 

AN OPPICE OP GENERAL PREPARATION POR THE 
HOLT MINISTRY. 

Questions for Self-examination. 

1. Art thou conscious of any impediment, 
secret or manifest, for the which thou ought- 
est not to enter upon this holy calling ? 

2. Art thou consulting thy own benefit 
rather than that of the Church ? 

3. Is it the labour and burden of the min- 
istry that captivates thee ? 

4. Dost thou aim at any lower end than 
the right one, as ease, or the applause of men, 
or the like ? 

5. Dost thou undertake the calling to oblige 
men, thy Mends or parents, rather than God ? 

6. Canst thou make bold to present thy 
intentions to God, as a free-will offering of 
love and gratitude to Him ? 

7. Hast thou well counted the cost ? 
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8. Hast thou strength, of mind, of body, 
and of will, for the task ? 

9. Dost thou unfeignedly believe all the 
canonical Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament, and all the articles of the Chris- 
tian faith extracted from them by the Church ? 

10. Dost thou believe thyself apt and meet 
for learning and godly conversation to exer- 
cise thy ministry duly, to the honour of God, 
and to the edifying of the Church ? 



MEDITATIONS. 

Acts vi. 3. "Look ye out among you seven 
men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost 
and wisdom, whom ye may appoint over this 
business." Such qualifications were looked for 
in the first deacons ; and from the subsequent 
careers of some of them we cannot doubt but 
they were found in them. God grant unto 
me the assurance that the same graces are 
not wanting in me. 

John xxi. 16. "He saith unto Him, Yea, 
Lord; Thou knowest that I love Thee. He 
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saith unto him, Feed My sheep." " If the care 
of the sheep," saith St. Gregory, " is a sign 
of love, that man who abounds in virtue, and 
yet refuses to feed the flock of God, is found 
not to love the chief Shepherd ! He that loves 
the Shepherd must love the sheep too, and 
the Good Shepherd loves His flock too well 
to trust them to any other." 

John iv. 35* " Lift up your eyes, and look 
on the fields; for they are white already to 
harvest : and he thatoreapeth receiveth wages, 
and gathereth fruit unto life eternal." This 
is Christ's voice calling willing souls to the 
ministry of the word, and encouraging them 
with the promise of wages, and of a precious 
store of fruit laid up for both Himself and 
them unto life eternal. The next cry will 
come out of the heavenly temple to Him that 
sitteth on the white cloud, "Thrust in Thy 
sickle and reap ; for the time is come for Thee 
to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe ;" 
(Rev. xiv. 15.) The Lord.help us to make all 
things ready for that day. 

Psa. lxxxiv. 1,2. " Oh how amiable are Thy 
dwellings, thou Lord of hosts ! my soul hath 

desire and longing to enter into the courts 
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of the Lord." Lord, I have loved to enter the 
habitation of Thy house as a worshipper : 
now I desire to approach it as a minister, 
and to delight myself yet more in it. And 
if I find the courts of Thy earthly temple 
so lovely, what beauties shall I discover 
in Thine house above ! Let me so worship 
and minister here on earth, that when trans- 
lated to the heavenly temple, I may reign 
there for ever ! 



THE BEATITUDE. 

Matt. v. 9. " Blessed are the peace-makers : 
for they shall be called the children of God." 
If they are blessed of God who make peace 
between man and man; how much more 
blessed are they to whom He hath given the 
ministry of reconciliation between Himself 
and man ! 
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THE HYMN. 

Thou best gift of heaven, 
Thou who Thyself hast given, 

For Thou hast died ! 

This hast Thou done for me — 
What have I done for Thee, 
Thou Crucified 1 

1 long to serve Thee more ; 
Eeveal an open door, 

Saviour, to me. 

Then counting all but loss, 
I'll glory in Thy Cross, 
And follow Thee. 

Do Thou but point the way, 
And give me strength to obey ; 
Thy will be mine ! 

Then can I think it joy, 
To suffer, or to die, 
Since I am Thine ! 

Nicholh. 
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THE LESSON. Jer. i. 4—10, 

"The Word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying : Before I formed thee in the belly I 
knew thee ; and before thou earnest forth out 
of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained 
thee a prophet unto the nations. Then said 
I, Ah, Lord God ! behold, I cannot speak, for 
I am a child. But the Lord said unto me, 
Say not, I am a child : for thou shalt go to 
all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I 
command thee thou shalt speak. Be not 
afraid of their faces : for I am with thee to 
deliver thee, saith the Lord. Then the Lord 
put forth His hand, and touched my mouth. 
And the Lord said unto me, Behold, I have 
put My words in thy mouth. See, I have this 
day set thee over the nations and over the 
kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and 
to destroy, and to throw down, to build and 
to plant." 

Globy be to the Father, &c. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, &c. 
The Lord be with me, 
And with my spirit. 
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PRAYERS. 



ALMIGHTY and eternal Lord God, and 
most merciful Father, I prostrate myself 
before Thee in a most humble and thankful 
acknowledgment of Thy great mercy and 
goodness, vouchsafed to me a] sinful^ creature 
and Thy most unprofitable servant, in the 
conduct of my own life from my first coming 
into the world to this day. I thank Thee for 
that measure of health which I have enjoyed, 
for those endowments of mind which I possess ; 
for that degree of understanding which Thou 
hast given me ; and that I was born in a time 
and place where Thy true religion is preached 
and professed; I adore Thy infinite goodness, 
that Thou hast allowed me to participate of 
Thy favours in the holy Eucharist. And 
above all I thank Thee for a sincere desire to 
serve and please Thee, my most gracious and 
merciful God, and to do good to men made 
after Thine own image. Vouchsafe, O blessed 
Lord, to continue Thy favours; to increase 
this desire, and bring it to good effect, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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OLORD Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son 
of the eternal Father, whose most holy lips 
did say, " "Without Me ye can do nothing ;" 
O Lord, my Lord, I believe with all my heart 
and soul the words which Thou hast spoken, 
and fall down before Thy mercy. Help me 
therefore, a sinner: and do Thou Thyself 
vouchsafe to perfect this work begun in me, 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

ETERNAL God, who hast made all things 
for man, and man for Thy glory : sanctify 
my body and soul, my thoughts and my inten- 
tions, my words and actions, that whatsoever I 
shall think, or speak, or do, and especially this 
my present great design, may be by me directed 
to the glorification of Thy Name, and by Thy 
blessing it may be effective and successful 
in the work of God. And give me graee, O 
God, myself also, to purify my heart from all 
worldly or selfish aims herein : and, since the 
heart of man is deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked, grant, O Thou searcher 
of spirits, that I may thoroughly scrutinize 
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the intentions of my heart, and reform every 
lurking and unworthy desire, that I may here- 
after be presented before Thee holy and unde- 
nted, through the alone merits of Him who 
was holiness and purity itself, Jesus Christ 
our Saviour. Amen. 

BLESSED be Thy good Spirit, O Lord, that it 
ever came into my heart to become Thy 
minister. And yet when I remember my 
own soul, its weakness, its sinfulness, its 
necessities, I am tempted to draw back from 
my undertaking and seek a place amongst 
the weakest of Thy lambs. Oh strengthen in 
me such a conviction of my weakness as may 
procure Thy gracious assistance. May the 
same good Spirit make me truly sensible of 
the honour and danger of so great a trust, and 
of the account I am to give: and give me 
grace to make amends by my future diligence 
in my calling, for the many days and years I 
have spent unprofitably : and this I beg for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

BLESSED Spirit of God, dispose me unto 
and assist me in Thy service, that I may 
have an ardent love and desire of it ; and as 
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far as in me lieth cheerfully accomplish 
Thy holy will; and whatsoever thereafter is 
lacking in me, do Thou mercifully supply, for 
the infinite merits of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

BLESSED art Thou, O Christ our God, 
who hast declared the wise fishermen, 
and by giving unto them Thy Holy Spirit hast 
by them taken all the world. Glory be to 
Thee, O Lord, Thou lover of souls ! Accept 
with favour the prayers of Thy Church, and 
help her to gather in Thine elect, and to fill 
all the nations of the earth with the glory of 
Thy Majesty ! that she being delivered from 
all adversity and terror, may \ serve Thee in 
safety and freedom, to Thy praise and the 
hastening of Thy kingdom, who livest ever 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one 
God ever blessed. Amen. 

THE blessing of God Almighty, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, descend upon me, 
and dwell in my heart for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



MONDAY. 

AN OFFICE FOR THE OBTAINING OF THE SPECIAL 
GRACE OF HUMILITY. 

Questions for Self -examination. 

1. Dost thou " honour all men" in general, 
esteeming them to be better than thyself? 

2. Dost thou reverence thy superiors in 
particular, and all those that are placed over 
thee? 

3. Dost thou shew pride and contempt to 
any of thine inferiors, or art thou greedy of 
their reverence, or careless of it when they 
offer it to thee ? 

4. Art thou conscious of thine utter un- 
worthiness to be an instrument of the Lord's 
work? 

5. Art thou content to be servus servorum 
Domini ? 

6. Art thou resolved to recognise from 
henceforth no differences of caste, but to re- 
gard men only as living souls ? 





18 QUESTIONS FOB SELF-EXAMINATION. 

7. Art thou prepared to bear with any 
amount of vice or repulsiveness in those thou 
shalt have in charge, for the love thou bearest 
to immortal souls ? 

8. Dost thou prize the work of the minis- 
try more than its honour ? 

9. Wilt thou abandon all ambitious aiming 
after posts of dignity in the Church ? 

10. Art thou willing to submit thy own 
judgment to that of the Church, and reverently 
to observe its discipline and authority ? 

11. Wilt thou give to God all the glory 
which attaches itself to thy office, or to thy 
manner of discharging its duties ? 



MEDITATIONS. 

1 Pet. iv. 11. " If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God. If any man 
minister, let him do it as of the ability which 
God giveth: that God in all things may be 
glorified by Jesus Christ." "God's glory," saith 
one, " is best sought by self-contempt ; he that 
glorifies God, to whom it is no advantage, 
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doth most of all advantage himself; and he 
that gives all honour to God and none to 
himself, gets more by it than the most am- 
bitious prince that engrosses all the glory 
he can to his own achievements." 

2 Cor. iv. 7. " We have this treasure in 
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and not of us." God 
useth a human ministry, not only that we 
may thus have a readier access to Him ; but 
because, if He had chosen vessels of a cost- 
lier fabric, as angels and archangels and the 
like, we might have been tempted to ascribe 
some virtue to the mere vessel. Whereas 
now it is plain that all the power must be of 
God. There is a two-fold wonder : first that 
He should stoop to use so mean an instru- 
ment, and then that He should endue it with 
such power ! Therefore in the most devout 
and spiritual acceptation, let me adopt the 
boast of that proud heathen e£ o<W ofo?, out 
of what vile material is produced a vessel 
made to honour ! 

Matt. xx. 26. " Whosoever will be great 
among you, let him be your minister.' ' Pride 
and ambition are devilish qualities : but the 
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greatness of the saints lieth in their humility. 
This maketh us like angels, who, though they 
be so high, yet cheerfully wait upon the 
meanest of the heirs of salvation; yea, it 
maketh us like the Son of Man Himself, 
whose lowliness of heart amazed both men 
and angels, when He came on earth, "not 
to be ministered to, but to minister." 

Is. lvii. 1 5. " Thus saith the high and lofty 
One, that inhabiteth eternity, whose name 
is Holy : I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him also that is of a contrite and hum- 
ble spirit." How shall I get this humble spirit 
but by the power and influence of the high 
and lofty One ? Lord, be pleased to humble me, 
else I shall never be exalted, never have Thee 
to dwell with me, who art both my strength 
and my glory ! 



THE BEATITUDE. 

Matt. v. 3. " Blessed are the poor in spirit ; 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." In that 
kingdom the least in their own eyes are the 
greatest in God's : and the highest places are 
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filled up from those who seat themselves in the 
lowest rooms. " Of those self-appointed rulers," 
saith St. Gregory, " who, devoid of virtues, un- 
called of God, but influenced by their own de- 
sire, seize on rather than obtain their office, the 
Lord complaineth by His prophet, ' They have 
reigned, but not by Me ; they have been princes 
and I have not known it.' " May my humility 
qualify me both to have rule in the Church 
below, and to reign as a king and a priest in 
the kingdom above. 



THE HYMN. 

Would'st thou be truly great ? 

Would'st thou be like thy God ? 
Learn first to imitate 
His poor and mean estate, 
And tread the lowly path the Man of sorrows trod. 

Angels with awful mirth 

Sung praises round His bed, 
Yet at His wondrous birth 
The King of all the earth 
In a coarse manger deigned to lay His reverend 
head. 
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He knew no dainty fare, 

No soft and stately dress, 
But like the birds of air 
Lived on His Father's care, 
His meat Jehovah's will, His clothing righteous- 



He made His servants eat 

In freedom at His board, 
And, rising up from meat, 
Washed all their holy feet, 
Lest we should scorn to serve the servants of the 
Lord. 

Be then this grace thine own ; 

Empty thyself of pride ; 
Bring thy high spirit down 
If thou would'st wear the crown, 
And on His heavenly throne be seated at His side. 
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THE LESSON. John xiii. 3—17. 

'* Jesus, knowing that the Father had given 
all things into His hands, and that He was 
come from God, and went to God ; He riseth 
from supper, and laid aside His garments, and 
took a towel and girded Himself. After that 
He poureth water into a bason, and began to 
wash the disciples* feet, and to wipe them 
with the towel wherewith He was girded. 
Then cometh He to Simon Peter ; and Peter 
saith unto Him, Lord, dost Thou wash my 
feet ? Jesus answered and said unto him, What 
I do, thou knowest not now, but thou shalt 
know hereafter. Peter saith unto Him, Thou 
shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered 
him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part 
with Me. Simon Peter saith unto Him, Lord, 
not my feet only, but also my hands and my 
head. Jesus saith to him, He that is washed, 
needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean 
every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 
For He knew who should betray Him ; there- 
fore said He, Ye are not all clean. So after 
He had washed their feet, and had taken His 
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garments,' and was set down again, He said 
unto them, Know ye what I have done to 
you ? Ye call Me, Master, and Lord ; and ye 
say well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord 
and Master, have washed your feet; ye also 
ought to wash one another's feet. For I have 
given you an example, that ye should do as I 
have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, The servant is not greater than his lord : 
neither he that is sent, greater than he that 
sent him. If ye know these things, happy 
are ye if ye do them." 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, &c. 

Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as 
the incense, 

And the lifting up of my hands as an even- 
ing sacrifice. 



PRAYERS. 

OLORD our God, who according to Thy 
great mercy didst humble Thyself and 
take on Thee the form of a servant, and at 
the time of Thy saving, life-giving, and vo- 
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luntary passion, didst vouchsafe to sup with 
Thine apostles and disciples, and afterwards, 
girding Thyself with a towel, didst give unto 
them an example of humility and brotherly 
love, in washing their holy feet ; saying unto 
them, As I have done unto you, so do ye to 
one another: do Thou, O Lord, both wash 
me from all defilements of sin, and make me 
ready to perform the lowest offices of kindness 
in Thy family. Instruct me to esteem all Thy 
people as my brethren, and myself servant 
unto all, that I may gain the more: that 
not minding high things, but condescending 
unto men of low estate, I may be humbled 
with Thee now, and glorified with Thee here- 
after; for Thou, O Christ, with the Father 
and the Comforter, art ever magnified, world 
without end. Amen. 



OHOLY and eternal Jesu, who by Thy 
precepts and by Thine own example, 
didst engrave humility into the spirits of 
Thy disciples, and into the laws of Thy 
Gospel; grant that I may not by my pride 
and vanity lose the happiness which Thou 
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hast purchased for me by Thy humility: 
make me to imitate Thy gracious conde- 
scension: take from me all conceit and fan- 
tastio complacency in my own person and 
actions: let me not purchase the praise of 
men by mean flattery, and sinful compliances, 
nor entertain their applause, even on the best 
account, with too great delight: but should 
there arise a reputation consequent upon the 
discharge of any part of my duty, make me 
to reflect all the glory upon Thee : may I 
never presume on any distinction of situation, 
but use my talent to Thy praise, suffering 
nothing to adhere to my own spirit, but 
shame at my own imperfections, and thank- 
fulness to Thee for all Thine assistances. 
So shall I, by Thy grace, escape the dangers 
of arrogance and vain-glory, and in due time 
be exalted in the strength of Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Amen. 

OHOW great is Thy goodness, most mer- 
ciful Father, that Thou wilt employ so 
wretched a creature as myself in promoting 
Thy glory, who canst live without me, and 
be happy and glorious without me, and ac- 
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complish all Thy glorious work without me. 

Lord, who out of nothing hast made me 
what I am, may I never be unmindful of my 
low original, and of my birth in sin, and of 
Thy constant favours to me. What am I, 
God, that I should presume to be the instru- 
ment of another's salvation, who need so much 
assistance for myself? What am I, that I 
should be made willing to be a minister of 
Christ? What am I, that I should be so 
happy, so honoured ? O Lord, I am a weak 
and empty soul, and yet proud, and vain, and 
lifted up. Pity me, O my God, and make me 
sensible how far I am from Thy kingdom, till 
humility brings me nearer. Crush whatever 
proud thoughts and desires Thou seest in me. 
Put me in mind of my duty, whenever vain 
thoughts arise in my soul. Let me not exer- 
cise myself in things too high for me. Give 
me a sight of my own vileness, and let Thy 
greatness overawe my soul. How shall I be 
Thy disciple and think of myself above what 

1 ought to think? Let God arise and let all 
my vain conceits of my own worth be scat- 
tered. I am but a handful of dust, I am but 
a beggar, and a pensioner, who live upon Thy 
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charity. Let these thoughts subdue my soul. 
Make me as ambitious of an humble spirit 
and lowly mind, as others are of the greatnes* 
and admiration of the world, and let me study- 
only how I may do good in my generation; 
and may the spirit of glory and of Christ rest 
upon me. Amen. 



THOU art the King of glory, O Christ: yet 
wast content with a cross for Thy throne, 
with a wreath of thorns for Thy crown, with 
a reed for Thy regal sceptre, with gall and 
vinegar for Thy cates, and for Thy robes of 
majesty only a little linen to cover Thy 
nakedness. O that I were so wise as from 
Thy example to despise all the gilded glories, 
empty consolations, false pleasures and profits 
of this present life, and to seek the honour 
that cometh from God only. Lord grant me 
a lowly, humble, pure, and virgin heart, for it 
is only such a heart Thou regardest for Thy 
habitation and abode, and only such a heart 
cleaves stedfastly unto Thee, by the ardent 
love, awful fear, and sincere service of thy 
sacred majesty, who livest and reignest with 
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the Father and Holy Ghost, ever one God. 
Amen. 



GOD the Father bless me with a perpetual 
blessing: the only-begotten Son vouch- 
safe to bless and succour me : the grace of the 
Holy Ghost illuminate my mind and heart. 
Amen. 



TUESDAY. 

AN OFFICE FOB THE OBTAINING OF THE SPECIAL 
GBACE OF PUBITY. 

Questions for Self-examination. 

1. Has thy past life, especially the season 
of discipline and education, been a suitable 
preparation for this pure and holy calling ? 

2. Hast thou kept thy body as a temple of 
the Holy Ghost, and dost thou purpose, with 
God's help, so to do ? 

3. Hast thou been careful not to please thy 
fancy with loose and wanton imaginations, nor 
to entertain them till they have become unruly 
lusts ? 

4. Hast thou refrained from any sinful soli- 
citations and temptations of others to commit 
uncleanness with thee, by the wantonness of 
the eyes, hands, and tongue P 

5. Hast thou freed thyself from the yoke of 
every sin of impurity, intemperance, love of 
frivolous gaiety, love of dress, love of money, 
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or any other love whose nature is to drive the 
love of the Father out of the soul P 

6. Hast thou used all the means in thy 
power to purify thy soul from the lust of the 
flesh, and of the eye: as fervent prayer, re- 
ligious fasting, and self-discipline in general ? 

7. Dost thou strive to keep a guard and 
check upon all thy passions, as anger, resent- 
ment, envy, lust, covetousness, gluttony, and 
such like P 

8. Art thou wholly unwilling to see, hear, 
read, or talk of, anything that is unseemly ? 



MEDITATIONS. 

Ezek. xxxiv. 18. "Seemeth it a small thing 
unto you to have drunk of the deep waters, 
but ye must foul the residue with your feet?" 
"The pastors drink most clear water," saith St. 
Gregory, " when with a sound understanding 
they drink of the streams of truth ; but to 
foul with their feet the same water, is to 
pollute the studies of holy meditation by a 
sinful life. And so the flock drink that which 
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THE HYMN. 



Lord, if in vessels mean 
Thou deign'st to place 
The treasures of Thy grace, 

make those vessels clean ! 

Touch with an altar coal 
These lips of mine : 
And by Thy power divine, 

sanctify my soul. 

Cleanse it with Thy pure word, 
And make it bright ; 
And on my forehead write, 

" Holiness to the Lord." 

Set light upon my breast, 

And perfectness, 

And, like a comely dress, 
Let grace my loins invest. 

If thus in meet attire 

By Thee arrayed, 

I shall not be afraid 
To touch Thy holy fire. 
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THE LESSON. Lev. xxii. 1—3, 9, 15, 16. 

" And tlie Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto Aaron and to bis sons, that they 
separate themselves from the holy things of 
the children of Israel, and that they profane 
not My holy name in those things which they 
hallow unto Me : I am the Lord. Say unto 
them, Whosoever he be of all your seed among 
your generations, that goeth unto the holy 
things, which the children of Israel hallow 
unto the Lord, having his uncleanness upon 
him, that soul shall be cut off from My pre- 
sence : I am the Lord. They shall therefore 
keep Mine ordinance, lest they bear sin for 
it, and die therefore, if they profane it: I the 
Lord do sanctify them. And they shall not 
profane the holy things of the children of 
Israel, which they offer unto the Lord ; or 
suffer them to bear the iniquity of trespass, 
when they eat their holy things: for I the 
Lord do sanctify them." 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 
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Ouk Father, which art in heaven, &c. 

O God make clean my heart within me, 
And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

PRAYERS. 

OLORD, who hast adorned the whole crea- 
tion with the splendour of Thy marvellous 
acts : who knowest the thoughts and inten- 
tions of our hearts before they be conceived : 
and who strengthenest those who desire to 
perform due obedience to Thee : give Thy 
strength unto me Thy servant who have 
chosen to wait upon Thy holy ministry : and 
grant that hereafter I may appear pure in 
Thy sight, and having obtained the crown of 
immortal life, may rejoice with Thine elect in 
the eternal blessedness of Thy kingdom. For 
Thy name is magnified, and Thy kingdom is 
glorified, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, now 
and for ever, even unto ages of ages. Amen. 

ETERNAL God, who dwellest not in 
temples made with hands, the heaven of 
heavens cannot contain Thee, and yet Thou 
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art pleased to manifest Thy presence amongst 
us by special acts of favour and benediction. 
Sanctify my soul and body, that they may be 
a temple, pure and holy, fit and prepared for 
the entertainment of the holy Jesus and the 
habitation of Thy ever-blessed Spirit. Cast 
out from thence all unclean imaginations, all 
worldly affections, all covetous desires, that it 
may be a place of prayer and meditation. 
Give me a pure soul in a chaste and healthful 
body, a spirit full of holy simplicity, pious 
designs and a perfect religion, that I may in- 
tend what Thou commandest, and by proper 
means accomplish what I intend, that by Thy 
aid I may obtain the end of my labours, and 
the rewards of obedience and a holy life, 
even the society and inheritance of Thee, my 
Saviour, in the participation of the joys of 
Thy temple, where Thou ever livest with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, one God ever 
blessed. Amen. 

OGOD, who art of purer eyes than to be- 
hold iniquity, I have been deceived by the 
world and my treacherous heart, I have wal- 
lowed securely in sins and made a mock of 
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them. I have looked upon objects that have 
inflamed my lust, irritated my passions, and 
kindled hell-fire in my breast. What impure, 
what disorderly thoughts have I let into my 
soul through mine eyes and ears ! Alas, how 
often have I polluted myself in seeing and 
hearing, in thinking and doing! O cast me 
not away from Thy presence, but create in 
me a clean heart, and renew a right spirit 
within me. Let me never more judge of sin 
by the sickly fancies of carnal men, but by 
the holiness of Thy nature ; and as Thou, my 
God, who hast called me, art holy entirely, so 
make me holy in all manner of conversation. 
Make me afraid of every impure thought, 
and of the least appearance of evil, and let 
the words of my mouth and the meditations 
of my heart be always acceptable in Thy 
sight, Lord, my strength and my Redeemer. 
Amen. 

OGOD, who alone art worthy of our love, 
give me grace that I may never forget 
Thee, nor Thy glorious perfections ; but that 
I may serve Thee according to Thy word, 
lifting up pure hands, with sincerity and 
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godly fear : that I may never mention Thy 
sacred name without reverence: that I may 
perform the vows I am about to take upon 
me ; and that I may not spend Thy holy days 
in a customary attendance at Thy house, but 
in holy worship may glorify Thee both in 
body and spirit, which are Thine; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



BLESSED God, whose throne is encircled 
with myriads of glorious spirits, who veil 
their faces as not being able to behold the 
brightness of Thy majesty, and who delight 
in their attendance upon those ministries 
whereunto Thou hast appointed them, I, 
Thine unworthy creature, prostrate myself 
with all humility at Thy footstool, beseeching 
Thee to give me grace to do Thy will on 
earth with the same diligence and industry, 
with the same zeal and cheerfulness, that Thy 
blessed angels do it in heaven, that imitating 
their exemplary obedience, constant devotion, 
profound humility, unspotted purity and ex- 
tensive charity, I may faithfully serve and 
please Thee, through Christ our Lord. Amen, 
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OLORD our God, who by one and the 
same Spirit dost give good gifts to those 
whom Thou choosest, and hast ordained dif- 
ferent degrees in the ministry for those who 
wait upon Thy holy and undefiled mysteries ; 
let Thy blessing plentifully descend upon our 
holy mother, the Church, both universal and 
this particular branch whereof I am a member; 
" build Thou the walls of Jerusalem :" repair 
the breaches both in true doctrine and disci- 
pline, which through licentiousness in opinion 
and conversation are greatly decayed ; that the 
souls of the righteous may enjoy the vision of 
peace. And since by Thine ineffable prescience 
Thou hast destined Thy servant, as I de- 
voutly hope, to be worthy to minister in Thy 
holy Church, grant, O Lord, that I may be 
blameless in all things ; make me to love the 
beauty of Thine house ; and plant me like a 
green olive tree in Thy courts, that I may 
bring forth abundantly the fruits of righteous- 
ness, to Thy praise ; through Jesus Christ, the 
Head and Bridegroom of the Church. Amen. 
God the Father bless me : God the Son 
defend me : God the Holy Ghost preserve me 
how and for ever. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY. 

FAST. AN OFFICE FOB, THE OBTAINING OF THE 

SPECIAL GRACES OF EARNESTNESS AND 

SELF-DENIAL. 

Questions for Self-examination. 

4 1. Dost thou labour to oppose thy natural 
evil propensities, as sloth, love of admiration, 
self-complacency, fondness for ease and out- 
ward comforts, and selfishness in general ? 

2. Is religion thy chief delight, and wilt 
thou henceforth make it thy chief study and 
employment to do good ? 

3. Wilt thou lay up thy treasure in heaven, 
rather than on earth, and look there for thy 
rest and recompense ? 

4. Wilt thou give according to thy utmost 
ability to purposes of religion, rather than 
spend upon thyself ? 

5. Wilt thou, if need be, undertake an 
obscure or unpleasing sphere of duty, for 
Christ's sake ? 
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6. Wilt thou labour even against hope and 
in the face of all manner of discouragement ? 

7. Wouldest thou rather die than suffer any 
detriment to the Church through thy fault ? 

8. Is there anything from which thou 
wouldest shrink, if it met thee in the way of 
duty? 

9. Wouldest thou esteem it a high privilege 
to be permitted to suffer reproach, or loss 
of fortune or life, for Christ's sake ? 



MEDITATIONS. 

Matt. xvi. 24. " If any man will come after 
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow Me." The work of the minis- 
try is in an especial manner a coming after 
Christ. Whosoever then undertakes it should 
be resolved to give himself wholly to it, at all 
cost. He must expect to have a cross to take 
up, in the numberless trials he will meet with ; 
but his consolation must be, Qui seqiritur Me 
non ambulat in tenebris. 

1 John iii. 16. " Hereby perceive we the 
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love "of God, because He laid down His life 
for us : and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brethren." Though I may not be called 
to the grace of martyrdom, I can devote my 
life wholly to the service of the brethren, and 
in that sense at least " give" it for them. At 
any rate I will consider no sacrifice short of 
this to be too great. " All that a man hath 
will he give for his life," saith Satan in Job ; 
up to this point therefore I will grudge nothing. 

Zech. xi. 17. " Woe to the idle shepherd 
that leaveth the flock ! the sword shall be 
upon his arm, and upon his right eye ; his 
arm shall be clean dried up, and his sight 
shall be utterly darkened." Man's idleness is 
Satan's business: and as pastors are further 
from his reach, by their office, he tempts 
them the more strongly. But he has yet a 
further advantage over negligent pastors, be- 
cause their idle hours .being purchased at the 
price of neglecting the flock, they thus bring 
themselves under God's vengeance, and are 
judicially deprived of the means of resisting 
him. 

1 Cor. iv. 2. " It is required in stewards 
that a man be found faithful." Let me bear in 
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mind how it is said, " Cursed is he that doeth 
the work of the Lord negligently® ;" how it 
shall be said to me hereafter, " Give an ac- 
count of thy stewardship." u If at the judg- 
ment-day," saith St. Jerome, " it will be a hard 
thing for each to give an account of his own 
soul, how shall it fare with priests, of whom 
the souls of all their people shall be required !" 
Matt, xviii. 6. " Whoso shall offend one of 
these little ones which believe in Me, it were 
better for him that a mill-stone were hanged 
about his neck, and that he were drowned in 
the depth of the sea." " Would they, but anx- 
iously dwell on this word of truth," saith St. 
Gregory, " unworthy persons would fly from 
the burden of such overwhelming guilt." 

THE BEATITUDE. 

Matt. xi. 6. " Blessed is he whosoever ia 
not offended in Me." As I will endeavour to 
avoid giving offence to any in the service of 
Christ, so am I resolved to take none. No 
difficulties, or dangers, or vexations shall ever 
make me repent of having devoted myself to 
God, or cause me to slacken my exertions. 

* Jer. xlviii. 10. 
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THE HYMN. 

" Should I Thy servant be, 
Most righteous Lord, 
What dost Thou promise me 
For my reward ?" 

" Not store of wealth, My son, 
Nor dignity ; 
Not sinful, hurtful sloth, 
Thy meed shall be. 

But labour, and the Cross 

In sadness borne ; 
With sore discouragement, 

Perchance with scorn. 

And yet not these alone 
Thy faith shall prove ; 

But My approving smile, 
And fondest love. 

And that good word, ' Well done 

Thou servant true,' 
Shall pay a thousand-fold 

All thou canst do." 
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THE LESSON. 2 Cor. vi. 1—10. 

" We then, as workers together with Him, 
beseech you also that ye receive not the grace 
of God in vain. Giving no offence in any- 
thing, that the ministry be not blamed, but in 
all things approving ourselves as the ministers 
of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in 
necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in impri- 
sonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, 
in fastings; by pureness, by knowledge, by 
long-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy 
Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, 
by the power of God, by the armour of right- 
eousness on the right hand and on the left, 
by honour and dishonour, by evil report and 
good report ; as deceivers, and yet true ; as 
unknown, and yet well known ; as dying, and 
yet behold we live ; as chastened, and not 
killed ; as sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing ; as 
poor, yet making many rich ; as having no- 
thing, and yet possessing all things/' 

Gloey be to the Father, &c. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, &c. 
God, make speed to save me. 
Lord, make haste to help me. 
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PRAYERS. 



FATHER of mercies, I confess with 
shame, that though I have talked much 
of Thy glory, I have aimed at it but little in 
my actions. Numberless base and sinister ends 
and designs have mingled ever with my best 
actions. Be pleased to purify my intentions, 
rectify my designs, and give me a right aim 
in all things. And since I am sent into the 
world to advance Thy glory, let it not be said 
that I seek my own. Make this heart *of mine 
more spiritualized ; it is carnal, sensual, taken 
with the gaieties of this life. It admires Thee 
not ; it doth not esteem Thee above all trea- 
sures ; and therefore I seek not Thy glory as 
I ought to do ; therefore I evade the obliga- 
tion, and pretend that I have no parts nor 
abilities to advance Thy glory here. Lord 
deliver me from myself ; assure me that the 
degrees of future glory will be proportioned 
to the degrees of my advancing Thy glory here, 
and make me stedfast, immoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
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forgetfulness of Thee and of my errand into 
the world : keep me from idleness, which 
would expose me to temptations, and en- 
feeble my mind: make me ever sensible of 
the great evil of delaying to do in its season 
the work which Thou hast appointed me, that 
whatever my hand by Thy providence findeth. 
to do, I may do it with all my might ; so that 
whenever I am called to give an account of 
my labours to my great Master, I may not be 
judged an unprofitable servant. Accept of my 
ambition of serving Thee, great God ; and O 
grant that when my Lord cometh He may find 
me so doing. Amen. 

BE mindful, O blessed Lord, of all pastors 
and faithful people, dwelling in all parts 
of the habitable world, in the union of the 
Catholic faith, and preserve them in Thy 
holy peace : and graciously hear my petitions 
in behalf of all those whom at this time Thou 
shalt ordain and call to the public service of 
Thy sanctuary ; that by the help of Thy grace 
they may faithfully serve Thee in their seve- 
ral degrees ; through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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GOD the Father Almighty be favourable 
and gracious to me : God the Son vouch- 
safe to me the joys of eternal life : God the 
Holy Ghost kindle the fire of His love in my 
heart for ever and ever. Amen, 



THURSDAY. 

AN OFFICE FOR THE OBTAINING OF THE SPECIAL 
GRACES OF PRUDENCE AND COURAGE. 

Questions for Self-examination. 

1. Hast thou studied to become instructed 
in matters of faith and discipline, and in 
the history of God's dealings with His peo- 
ple, to the future winning of souls, and to 
thine own salvation ? 

2. Hast thou sought for wisdom in the 
order of God's providence, which saith, " Da 
and ye shall know ?" 

3. Hast thou cast aside ajl prejudice and 
conceit of knowledge, and all things else that 
might hinder thee from coming to the know- 
ledge of the truth ? 

4. Hast thou a teachable spirit, apt to 
learn both from God and man ? 

5. Wilt thou speak God's message to the 
people with all boldness, whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear ? 
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6. Art thou superior to the dangerous temp- 
tation of hiding the truth from fear of man ? 

7. Wilt thou be satisfied with the same re- 
ward of thy labours as Christ had, reproaches, 
hatred, slander, and persecution ? 



MEDITATIONS. 

Ps. cxix. 105. "Thy word is a lantern unto 
my feet and a light unto my paths." The light 
by which I myself am to walk, and from which 
I must light my candle to shew light to 
others, burneth in the book of Holy Scripture. 
Thence I must continually get fresh light 
both for myself and them, by meditating 
therein day and night ; and so by God's help 
we shall all walk together in that path "which 
ahineth more and more unto the perfect day." 

Wisd. i. 4. " Into a malicious soul Wisdom 
shall not enter, nor dwell in the body that is 
subject unto sin." Inward impurity is the 
greatest obstacle to divine illumination. So 
saith Christ, "When thine eye is evil, thy 
whole body is full of darkness :" and so saith 
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St. Paul, •• the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God : for they are 
foolishness unto him; neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.'* 
That which made David "wiser than the 
aged," was that "he kept the command- 
ments." Wisdom is increased and perfected 
by obedience to the dictates thereof. 

Matt. xv. 14. " If the blind lead the blind, 
both shall fall into the ditch." It is impossi- 
ble that any one should teach that of which 
ho himself is ignorant. How should any one 
be able to explain the sanctifying influences of 
the Spirit if he has never experienced them ? 
Qui cupit juxta Paulum bibam-iKhs esse, saith 
one, ut juxta prophetam OcobtdaKTos sit, priu* 
curet? 

Hos. iv. 6. " My people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge: because thou hast re- 
jected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that 
thou shalt be no priest to Me." " No one pre- 
sumes to teach an art," saith St. Gregory, 
44 unless he has previously acquired it by dili- 
gent attention ; how great then is their rash- 
ness, who without skill undertake the cure of 
souls, which is ars artiwfo. Those who know 
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not the effects of drugs would blush to act as 
physicians of the body, and yet those who 
are ignorant of the spiritual precepts are not 
ashamed to pass for physicians of the soul." 
The Lord justly rejects them : but does not 
their rejection involve their destruction ? and 
does not their destruction involve that of 
many of their hearers ? 

Ezek. ii. 6, 7. "Be not afraid of their 
words, nor be dismayed at their looks, though 
they be a rebellious house. And thou shalt 
speak My words unto them, whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear." Micaiah, 
when he had seen the only Ruler of princes 
sitting on His throne, could speak of God's 
testimonies before earthly kings, and not be 
ashamed nor afraid : nor shall I, if I remem- 
ber whose minister I am, and how great His 
majesty ! 



THE BEATITUDE. 

Matt. v. 11. " Blessed are ye when men 
shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against "you falsely, for 
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My sake." God forbid that I should shrink 
from the common lot of His ministers, though 
to St. Stephen, the first deacon, that lot was 
death ! It is enough to reconcile me to it, if 
I am thereby made like Christ and His holy 
prophets ; and that too, not in their sufferings 
only, but in their exceeding great reward. 



THE HYMN. 

Soldier of Christ ! arise, 

And put thine armour on ; 
Strong in the strength which God supplies, 

Through His eternal Son. 

Strong in the Lord of Hosts, 

And in His mighty power, 
Who in the strength of Jesus trusts, 

Is more than conqueror. 

From strength to strength go on, 

Wrestle and fight and pray ; 
Tread all the powers of darkness down, 

And win the well-fought day, 
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Then having" all things done, 

And every conflict past, 
Thou shalt behold the victory won, 

And gain thy crown at last. 



THE LESSON. 1 Thess. ii. 2—11. 

" We were bold in our God to speak unto 
you the gospel of God with much contention. 
For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of 
uncleanness, nor in guile : but as we were 
allowed of God to be put in trust with the 
Gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing 
men, but God, which trieth our hearts. For 
neither at any time used we flattering words, 
as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness ; God 
is witness: nor of men sought we glory, 
neither of .you, nor yet of others, when we 
might have been burdensome, as the Apostles 
of Christ. But we were gentle among you, 
even as a nurse cherisheth her children: so 
being affectionately desirous of you, we were 
willing to have imparted unto you, not the 
Gospel of God only, but also our own souls, 
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because ye were dear unto us. For ye re- 
member, brethren, our labour and travail : for 
labouring night and day, because we would 
not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached 
unto you the Gospel of God. Ye are witnesses, 
and God also, how holily and justly and un- 
blameably we behaved ourselves among you 
that believe : as ye know how we exhorted 
and comforted and charged every one of you, 
as a father doth his children. 

Globy be to the Father &c. 

Oub Father which art in heaven, &c. 

Lord, hear my prayers : 

And let my crying come unto Thee. 



PRAYERS. 

BLESSED Jesus, who for my sake didst 
endure the most painful and shameful 
death of the cross: let the sense of Thy 
mighty love constantly inflame my soul, and 
fill me with courage and resolution, that no 
difficulties or dangers may affright me from 
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Thy service ; and let the examples of Thy 
holy martyrs stir me up to patience and forti- 
tude, that I may be a follower of them who 
through faith and patience inherit the pro- 
mises. Amen. 



OLOED our Maker, true fountain of light, 
and only source of knowledge, who out 
of the treasures of Thy wisdom hast with 
wonderful harmony disposed and ordered all 
the parts of the world : O Lord our Kedeemer, 
Sun of Righteousness, evermore arising and 
never going down, who, by the hands of Thy 
servant Ananias, didst open the eyes of Saul, 
Thy chosen messenger, whom his own sins had 
blinded, and after that didst ordain him by 
countless labours to minister to Thy glory: 
Lord, the Spirit of truth, who didst endue 
with most wonderful powers of persuasion 
Thy holy Apostles who first preached Thy 
Gospel to the world : O sacred Trinity, who 
by Thy powerful word didst at the first call 
the whole world out of darkness and confu- 
sion : vouchsafe at this time to open the eyes 
of Thy servant, that I may see the wondrous 
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things of Thy law, and cast Thy blessed beams 
upon the darkness of my understanding, and 
the black mists of my sins and errors : guide 
me with Thine eye ; direct and bless all the 
labours of my mind : and grant me with all 
wisdom and understanding, yet with all humi- 
lity, to read Thy divine word and meditate 
therein, to the enlightening and purifying of 
my soul ; through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



0LOED God of truth, I humbly beseech 
Thee to enlighten my mind by Thy Holy 
Spirit, that I may discern the true way to 
eternal salvation, and be free from all prejudice 
and passion, from every corrupt affection and 
interest that may either blind me or seduce 
me in my search after it. Make me impartial 
in my enquiry after truth, and ready, whenever 
it is discovered to me, to receive it in the love 
of it, to obey it from the heart, and to practise 
it in my life, and to continue stedfast in the 
possession of it to the end of my days. I per- 
fectly resign myself, O Lord, to Thy conduct 
and direction : in confidence that Thy mercy 
nd goodness will not suffer those who sin- 
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cerely desire to know the truth, and rely upon 
Thy guidance, finally to miscarry. And if in 
anything which concerns the true worship 
and service of Thee, my God, and the ever- 
lasting happiness of my soul, I am in any 
error or mistake, I earnestly beg of Thee to 
convince me of it, and to lead me into the 
way of truth, and to confirm and establish 
me in it daily more and more. And I beseech 
Thee, O Lord, always to preserve in me a 
great compassion and sincere charity, towards 
those that are in error and ignorance of Thy 
truth: beseeching Thee to take pity on them 
and to bring them to the knowledge of it, that 
they may be saved. And because our blessed 
Saviour hath promised that all that do His 
will shall know His doctrine, grant, O Lord, 
that I may never knowingly offend Thee in 
anything, or neglect to do what I know to be 
Thy will and my duty. Grant, O heavenly 
Father, these my humble and hearty requests, 
for His sake, who is the way, the truth, and 
the life, my blessed Saviour and Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



62 PBAYE&S. 

OGOD, in whom to believe is life eternal, 
grant that not being like a child carried 
away with every blast of vain doctrine, I may 
be fully established in the truth. Make me 
to know that not in new and fanciful doctrines, 
but in the old paths, is the right faith : and 
let me be so grounded and settled therein, 
that the weakness and frailty of my own mind 
may be strengthened against the false reason- 
ings of sceptics and infidels, and against the 
pride and wilfulness of libertines ; and what 
I believe, may I so warmly feel, that I may 
warmly communicate it to the edifying of 
the body of Thy dear Son, in faith and love. 
Amen. 



GRANT, O Lord, that all those who at this 
time shall be ordained to minister in holy 
things, may have a great sense of the dignity 
of their office : and, as Thy ambassadors, may 
in all things have a due regard to the excel- 
lency of their character, and faithfully, dili- 
gently and prudently transact those great 
affairs which Thou hast entrusted to them: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE eternal Father make me His child: 
the eternal Son make me a co-heir of His 
kingdom : the eternal Spirit £11 my heart with 
His love : the incomprehensible Trinity glo- 
rify me with the beatific vision. Amen. 



FRIDAY. 

FAST. AN OFFICE OF HUMILIATION AND 
CONFESSION OF UNWORTHINESS. 

Questions far Self-examination. 

1. How hast thou improved the time and 
talents God has given thee ? 

2. How hast thou used the opportunities of 
study ? c 

3. How hast thou used the ordinances of 
the Church ? 

4. Art thou sincerely resolved upon amend- 
ment in these respects ? 

5. Has it hitherto been thy chief aim and 
wish to please God, and save thy soul ? 

6. Will it henceforth be the most cherished 
thought of thine heart to set forth the salva- 
tion of all men ? 

7. Wilt thou be careful to set such an ex- 
ample to the flock as Christ would have them 
follow ? 
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B. Hast thou studiously used such influence 
as God ha* given thee over others, lor their 
souls' profit and God's praise? 



MBDITATION8. 

Ps. xxv. 5, 6. * Oh, remember not the sins 
nor the offences of my youth; but according 
to Thy mercy think Thou upon me, O Lord, 
for Thy goodness." O my God, when I call to 
mind the days of my vanity, and the sins of 
my younger and wanton years; when I re- 
member how tittle a portion of my time hath 
been employed in the service of God, and 
how much hath been spent in the service Of 
em and Satan and the fulfilling of my own 
unruly lusts ; my flesh trembleth for fear of 
Thee, and I am afraid of Thy judgments : 
God be merciful to me a sinner ? 

1 Oor. ix. 27. "I keep under my body 
end bring it into subjection, lest that by any 
means when I have preached to others, I my- 
self should be a cast-away." I will bring down 
tike arrogance of my flesh both for example's 
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sake, and for my own soul's sake* How can 
I lay the yoke of discipline on the shoulders 
of others, if my own have not learnt to bear 
it ? How can I say to them in Christ's stead, 
" Be ye reconciled to God," if mine is that 
carnal mind which is at enmity with Him ? 
Besides this, I know that the flesh, if it be not 
subdued, will lord it over the soul, and so both 
will come to destruction. Preaching without 
practising hardens the heart even more than 
hearing without practising, and therefore pur- 
chases a greater damnation. 

P8. 1. 16, 17. "Unto the ungodly said 
God, Why dost thou preach My laws, and 
takest My covenant into thy mouth. Whereas 
thou hatest to be reformed, and hast cast My 
words behind thee ?" The majesty of God is 
grievously insulted when the officers of Satan 
and the world presume to step in as negocia- 
tors between Him and His people : yet so it 
is when ungodly livers thrust themselves rashly 
into the holy ministry ; what shall the Lord 
do with such? He shall miserably destroy 
those wicked men, and let others take their 
office. 

2 Cor. zi. 14. " Satan himself is trans- 



formed into an angel of light ;" therefore it is 
no great thing for his ministers also to be 
transformed as the ministers of righteousness ; 
whose end shall be according to their works. 
There will always be ravening wolves in 
sheep's clothing, and ministers of Satan per- 
sonating ministers of righteousness ; but their 
works do shew them, and what is more their 
works do follow them, and in the judgment 
shall rise up and condemn them. 



THE BEATITUDE. 

Ma?t. v. 4. " Blessed are they ihat mourn, 
for they shall be comforted,'* It is a godly 
sorrow which bewaileth first, the sins of 
one's own heart against a loving Saviour; 
and secondly, the lamentable defect and de- 
cay of piety in the world. Such a sorrow 
worketh a repentance unto salvation not to 
be repented of, and in the end is turned into 
a joy which no man taketh away. 
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THE HYMN. 



God, when with the chosen band 
Thy high commission seeking, 

Before the holy place I stand 
The solemn promise speaking ; 

8ee that my heart and lips agree 

And fill me with sincerity. 



When in Thy house silent as death, 
For us each knee is bending. 

And lowly breathed, the prayer of faith 
lake incense is ascending : 

Jesus, assist the suppliant cry 

And intercede for us on high. 



When in that moment full of dread, 

Yet full of awful pleasure, 
The hand descending on my head 

Imparts its heavenly treasure, 
Spirit of grace, confirm the sign, 
And make its promised blessings mine. 



And when I seek the world again 
From Thy West courts returning, 

To tread the path Thou sh&lt ordain, 
In gladness or in mourning. 

Blest Trinity, be all my stay 

And lead me in the living way. 



THE LESSON. lea, vi, 1—10, 

" Iar the year that King Ifcziah died I saw' 
also the Lord sitting on a throne, high and 
lifted up, and His train filled the temple. 
Above it stood the seraphims ; each one had 
six wings ; with twain he covered his &ce t 
and with twain he covered his feet, and with 
twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, 
and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
Hosts ! the whole earth is full of His glory. 
And the posts of the door moved at the voice 
of him that cried, and the house was filled 
with smoke. Then said I, Woe is me ! for I 
am undone : because I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of Hoato. Then few one of 
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the seraphims unto me, having ft live coal in 
his hand, which he had taken with the tongs 
from off the altar : and he laid it upon my 
month, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy 
lips; and thine iniquity is taken away and 
thy sin purged. Also I heard the voice of the 
Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who> 
will go for Us P Then said I, Here am I, send 
me. And He said, Go, tell this people, Hear 
ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye 
indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of 
this people fat, and make their ears heavy,, 
and shut their eyes ; lest they see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand 
with their heart, and convert, and be heated.' r 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, &c. 

O God, make speed to save me, [ 

O Lord, make haste to help me. 

PRAYERS. 

MOST merciful God, who as on this day 
didst create man and redeem him, form 
and reform him, inspire him with the breath 
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of life and expire and die for him on the Cross, 
that he might live for ever ; I confess that I 
have both defaced Thy likeness in which I 
was created, and thought too lightly of the 
sufferings by which I was redeemed. Forgive 
me, O Lord, that I have made no better use 
of the faculties with which Thou didst endow 
me for Thy glory and for the benefit of others ; 
and that I have neglected to avail myself of 
the gifts Thou didst receive for men in com- 
pensation for Thy precious death and passion. 
How often have I disappointed Thy just ex- 
pectations, and yet hast Thou borne with me ! 
How have I contented myself with low de- 
grees of virtue ! I have been afraid of doing 
too much for heaven ! I have been very sloth- 
ful hitherto, weak in faith, hope, and charity, 
and in all good resolutions ! O spare me a 
Kttle that I may recover my strength before 
I go hence ! Bear with me, O compassionate 
Master, a little longer, and let me alone, and 
by Thy help I will even yet bear fruit in Thy 
vineyard, and become a profitable servant of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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I BO W myself before Thee, most holy and 
gracious Lord God, in a deep sense of my 
vileness and sinfulness, which render me alto- 
gether unworthy of the least of those many 
favours and blessings which Thou hast be* 
stowed upon me all the days of my life. I 
am a sinful man, O Lord, and not worthy to 
lift up my eyes to Thee. I have gone astray 
even from the womb, and have grievously 
transgressed. I desire now to confess my sins> 
to Thee, and with great shame and contrition 
to bewail and lament them in Thy presence* 
"Father, I hare sinned against heaven and 
before Thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called Thy son :" so that if Thou wilt be 
strict to mark iniquity, O Lord, who can 
stand ? Lord, I am vile ; what shall I answer 
Thee? I abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes, I confess that I have lost much time, 
many opportunities, many advantages of a 
spiritual life. I have been unkind in thought 
and word; censorious in my tongue, pas- 
sionate in my temper, worldly and sensual 
in my desires, cold and distracted in my de» 
votions to Thee. I have offended often even 
in the sanctuary itself by wandering thoughts 
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and negligent behaviour. And in a great pert 
of my life I hove oflfended grievously and been 
wanting in my duty towards thoie over whom 
I have had an influence, in not edifying them 
as I ought in the knowledge of God and their 
Saviour, and teaching them to pray for the 
influences of the Holy Spirit. Lord, forgive 
these great and heinous sins. And if it please 
Thee to intrust me with yet more and greater 
talents, and to put me into a place of snob 
great responsibility as Thy holy ministry, pre- 
serve me from the guilt of being un&ithftd to 
that also, and let it be the whole work of my 
future life to labour, under Thy blessing, to 
restore Thy likeness in my fellow creatures, 
and to take care that the meritorious sufferings 
of Christ my Saviour shall not have been in 
vain on their behalf. Grant this, my Father, 
for the sake of the same Jesus Christ. Amen. 

OMY God, who reoordest in the book of 
Thy remembrance all my sins and back* 
slidings, bring down my soul to repent sin- 
cerely of my neglects, carnal complacency, 
9nd self-sufficiency. I would desire to devote 
myself anew to Thee in Christ; but I am so. 
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ignorant of myself that I fear lest after all I 
know not what it means. O Lord, who knowest 
the secrets of our hearts, since I do in some 
sort desire to be entirely devoted to Thee, 
make me from henceforth to live very near 
to Thee, and to follow the steps of Christ, and of 
His blessed saints, in all godliness and self- 
devotion, resigning for Thee not only the 
riches, honours, and comforts of this life, but 
even my entire heart, which is truly worthless 
to me, except it be first accepted of Thee in 
Thy beloved, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OLORD God, visit, I beseech Thee, my 
poor and miserable soul ; Thou wilt find 
it full of cares and worldly desires, cheated 
with a love of riches, and a neglect of holy 
things; proud and unmortified, false and 
crafty to deceive itself. Behold, O Lord, if 
Thou canst behold such an impure heart, the 
place to which Thou art invited is full of pas* 
sion and prejudice, evil principles and habits, 
peevish and disobedient, and full of sad re* 
membrances of having often provoked Thee 
to jealousy and anger. Yet come, Lord Jesus, 
cleanse , my inmost soul and dwell there, for 
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on Thy presence and favour alone I rely for 
strength to serve Thee in my holy calling. 

Lord, in Thee have I trusted ; let me never 
be confounded. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY Father, who as on this day 
didst cause a dead sleep to fall on the first 
Adam, and out of his side didst form Eve his 
wife, bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh ; 
and also, as on this day, didst cast the second 
Adam into a deadly sleep, and out of His side 
didst bring forth by water and blood His 
blessed spouse, the Church ; grant that I may 
worthily sorrow over the sins and distractions 
of Thy holy Church, and over the part which 

1 myself have borne in them. Heal the wounds 
thereof, O merciful God, and let me never fail 
in love and devotion to her all my days, but 
so labour that when she is presented clean 
and spotless to her heavenly Bridegroom, I 
may rejoioe with all Thy saints for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

THE Almighty Power protect me : the all- 
knowing Wisdom direct and govern me ; 
the infinite Goodness advance and perfect me. 
Amen. 



8ATUBDAY. 

JAST« AV OPFIOB *0B THB OBTAOTJW OF HELP 

ntOlC THB BLESSED SPIBIT AS THE OEXT 

SOUBCE OJ GRACE AED STRENGTH. 

Questions for Self-examination. 

1. Hast thou striven to improve and cul- 
tivate the gifts of nature and of grace ; and 
those especially which are most essential for 
the ministerial work ? 

2. Dost thou sincerely trust that the blessed 
Spirit of God has inwardly called thee to 
minister ? 

3. Dost thou acknowledge the imposition 
of hands as the appointed outward means of 
qualifying? 

4. Dost thou believe that it is God's win 
that thou shouldest set forth His glory in this 
particular way ? 

5. Dost thou feel the necessity of seeking 
help from God, as being of thyself utterly in* 
sufficient for these things ? 
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6. Dost thou rely for success on thine own 
endeavours, or on the Church's system, or on 
the grace of God working with both of these? 



MEDITATIONS. 

Coir. ii. 17. H Whatsoever ye do, in word 
or deed, do all hi the name of the Lord Jesus ; 
giving thanks to God and the Father by Him." 
There cannot be a nobler mark than this, saith 
one, and there is nothing more proper for our 
great and fofty souls than this employment. 
This is to be with Jesus about our Father's 
business, and to mind the end for wnich we 
came into the world. This is] to conform to 
God; and to be workers together with Him 
in tike enlarging of His kingdom. This is it 
we pray for in the famous prayer, * c Thy king- 
dom come :" and we then live according to 
our prayer, when the advancement of that 
kingdom is not the least part of our endea- 



Ps> it. & "(Mfer the sacrifices of righte- 
ousness, and put your trust in the Lord." 
What better or greater sacrifice than of my 
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whole self for God's righteous service, am 
for the making of others righteous ? If by 
God's grace I can perform this vow, I may 
with some assurance put my trust in TTim : 
especially for all needful help and for spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ : not 
greedily desiring, with most men, the good 
things of this life, but more than all, the 
favourable light of God's countenance en- 
beaming my soul to the hopes of the eternal 
light of glory. 

Jas. i. 17. "Every good gift, and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights." It is by Thee, 
O Lord, and by Thee alone, that my soul 
must be fitted and disposed for Thee* And 
forasmuch as Thou hast in some measure en- 
riched my soul with the precious jewels of 
faith, hope, and charity, I am encouraged 
further to beg the increase and more enliven- 
ing of my faith, the strengthening and more 
confirming of my hope, and above all that my 
charity may be inflamed with greater and more 
celestial ardours ; that at least I may not be 
wanting in that best and most especial gift of 
a good shepherd. 
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THE BEATITUDE. 

I Jeb. xvii. 7. "Blessed is the man that 
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the 
Lord is." Such an one shall not be disap- 
pointed, but " look, whatsoever he doeth it 
shall prosper:" even in the most difficult of 
all work, the care of souls, he shall approve 
himself a good workman, and yet not he, but 
. the grace of God which is in him* 



THE HYMN. 

Creator of the rolling flood 1 

In whom Thy people hope alone ; 
"Who cam'st by water and by blood 
g, For man's offences to atone ; 

Who from the labours of the deep 

Didst set Thy servant Peter free, 
To feed on earth Thy chosen sheep 
And build an endless Church to Thee ; 
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Grant me, devoid of worldly care, 
And leaning on Thy bounteous hand, 

To seek Thy help in humble prayer, 
And on Thy sacred rock to stand : 

And when our livelong toil to crown 
Thy call shall set the spirit free, 

To east with joy my burden down, 
And visa, Lord, and follow Thee. 
Hebtr. 



THE LESSON. 2 Cor. iiL 4—6 ; for. 1—9. 

"Such trust have we through Christ, to 
Godward ; not that we are sufficient of our- 
selves to think any thing as of ourselves ; but 
our sufficiency is of Qod, who also hath made 
us able ministers of the New Testament : not 
of the letter, but of the spirit ; for the letter 
killeth, but the spirit giveth life. Therefore, 
seeing we have this ministry, as we have re- 
ceived mercy, we faint not ; but have re- 
nounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not 
walking in craftiness, nor handling the word 
of God deceitfully ; but by manifestation of 
the truth commending ourselves, to every 
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man's conscience in the sight of God. But 
if our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are 
lost; in whom the god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them which believe not, 
lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, 
who is the image of God, should shine unto 
them. For we preach not ourselves, but 
Christ Jesus the Lord: and ourselves your 
servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who com- 
manded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ." 

Gloet be to the Father, &c. 

Oub Father, which art in heaven, &c. 

O Lord, send me help from Thy holy place. 
And evermore mightily defend me. 



PRAYERS. 

OLORD Jesu Christ, who, before Thine 
adorable passion, didst pray to the Father 
not for Thy disciples alone, but also for all 
Q 
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those who should in after times believe through 
their word ; on this Thy efficacious prayer, I 
depend for my success in this my undertaking 
and ministry. Teach me, O Lord, by Thy 
Spirit, Thy word, Thy example, how I ought 
to teach others : and by Thy preventing grace 
prepare them for instruction : give them a 
great concern and fear for themselves, that 
feeling their own misery they may seek help, 
and thankfully receive it when offered to them. 
Send to me the Holy Ghost the Comforter, to 
strengthen me with all the gifts that I re- 
quire ; that I may have zeal with prudence, 
fervour with patience, love with boldness, earn- 
estness with humility, aptness to teach, meek- 
ness in teaching, contempt of the world, and 
obedience to the law of the cross, that both 
the pastor and the flock may be blessed by 
Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSED God, it is to Thine Almighty 
power that I flee. Behold my difficulties 
and dangers, and stand up to help me : let me 
not think myself strong enough without Thee 
to do anything : nor let me imagine myself so 
weak that Thou canst not support me. I 
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fear lest those amongst whom I shall minister 
should perish through my incapacity or neg- 
lect, and their blood be required of me : and 
lest, when I have shewn others the way to 
heaven, I myself should be shut out. But, O 
Lord, my strength, who dost appoint me to 
this station, to Thee do I look to enable me. 
O Thou that ordainest strength out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings, magnify Thy 
power in my weakness, that I may do all 
things as I ought, through Christ strengthen- 
ing me. If Thou be pleased to make me a guide 
to others, suffer me not to stray myself; if I 
am to sanctify others, grant that I may first 
sanctify myself. How shall so great a sinner 
be appointed to offer up prayers for others ? 
How shall I presume to be the instrument of 
another's salvation, who need so much for 
myself? Lord, be Thou my guide and helper; 
give me the spirit as well as the office of a 
minister of Thy Gospel : and guide me now 
with Thy counsel, and after that receive me 
with glory, through Jesus Christ, our only 
Advocate and Intercessor. Amen. 
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OLORD, who in Thy foreknowledge dost 
pour out of the abundance of thy Holy 
Spirit on those whom Thou dost set apart by 
Thine inscrutable power to do the work of 
Thy ministry, and to wait upon Thy spotless 
mysteries : preserve me in all things honest, 
that I may hold the mystery of the faith in a 
pure conscience. Give me the grace Thou 
didst impart to Thy first martyr, Stephen, 
first called by Thee to the work of this min- 
istry, and grant me to fulfil this office vouch- 
safed unto him by Thy goodness, according to 
Thy good pleasure ; that imitating his good 
example I may be Thine both in life and 
death : for of Thy only gift it cometh, O our 
God, that Thy servants do Thee true and 
laudable service, and to Thee we offer our 
adorations, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

OHOLY Spirit of grace, sanctify my heart, 
govern my tongue, guard my eyes, purify 
my hands, guide my feet, conduct my whole 
life, that by all instances of a good example I 
may lead the people committed to my care in 
the ways of truth and of eternal life : that no 
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irregularity in my conversation may ever 
make my instructions ineffectual, or the ways 
of religion evil spoken of, but in this and all 
things else preserve me blameless for the sake 
of Christ Amen. 

IYJELD Thee thanks, O Lord, that Thou 
hast favoured me, as I solemnly believe, 
with the inward call of the Holy Ghost ; and 
heartily bless Thy goodness, which has pre- 
served also the outward means of institu- 
tion to this branch of Thy holy Church. Mer- 
cifully grant that no thankless undervaluing 
of it, nor any other of our manifold sins, may 
ever provoke Thee to withdraw it : but let us, 
and all Thy Church, flourish and increase by 
all Thy blessed means of grace, according to 
Thy promise, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen. 

GOD the Father bless me ; Jesus Christ 
defend and keep me : the virtue of the 
Holy Ghost enlighten and direct me, now and 
for ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY. 

AN OFFICE OP DEDICATION TO GOD. 

Questions/or Self-examination. „ 

1. Wilt thou be content to receive the 
Lord as the portion of thine inheritance and 
thy lot? 

2. Dost thou give all thyself to God, re- 
serving nothing for thyself or the world ? 

3. Dost thou count all things but loss com- 
pared with winning Christ and the souls He 
has redeemed ? 

4. Art thou ready to leave all and follow 
Him? 

6. Wilt thou spend and be spent for the 
brethren ? 

6. Wilt thou lay down thy life for Christ's 
sake? 

7. Wilt thou make all earthly affections 
subordinate to the duties of thy calling ? 

8. Wilt thou shew that thou lovest father 
and mother and all besides less than God P 
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MEDITATIONS. 

Ps. xvi. 6, 7. "The Lord Himself is the 
portion of mine inheritance and of my cup : 
Thou shalt maintain my lot. The lot is fallen to 
me in a fair ground : I have a goodly heritage." 
Happy, thrice happy they, who now in this 
life covet chiefly, covet only to have this por- 
tion ! And surely he must needs be most 
exorbitantly covetous, that will not be con* 
tent with such a heritage. To possess the 
Lord Himself, who possesseth all things, is 
the riches of heaven. 

Ps. cxix. 102. " I am Thine, O save me : 
for I have sought Thy commandments." I have 
been devoted Thy servant by solemn promise 
in baptism, and now I am as solemnly to be 
separated by ordination for the work of Thy 
ministry. I am resolved therefore to continue 
Thine, and as such beseech Thee ever to pre- 
serve me. 

Acts ix. 6. " Lord, what wilt Thou have me 
to do ?" Qive me but grace to do what Thou 
dost command, then command what Thou 
wilt, for " my heart is ready." I am my Be- 
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loved's, and my Beloved is mine ; and His 
grace is sufficient for me. I am neither afraid 
nor ashamed of my own helplessness, for how 
weak soever I may be, I can do all things in 
Him. 

Ps. xc. 17. " The glorious Majesty of the 
Lord our God be upon us : prosper Thou the 
work of our hands upon us, O prosper Thou 
our handiwork." God's glorious majesty, saith 
one, appears by the gracious influences of His 
Holy Spirit, whereby we work the works of 
God, to His glory and our own eternal hap- 
piness. May I be thus blessed, O heavenly 
Comforter, all the days of my life. 

THE BEATITUDE. 

Ps. lxv. 4. " Blessed is the man whom 
Thou choosest, and causest to approach unto 
Thee, that he may dwell in Thy courts." 
What more couldest Thou do, God, for 
the man whom Thou delightest to honour? 
what greater mark of favour couldest Thou 
put upon him ? Blessed is he in his hope of 
further blessing, and blessed in the fruition of 
his present communion with Thee ! 
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THE HYMN. 

I thank Thee, I am not mine own, 
But have to live in Thee alone, 

Each passing day, each passing hour, 
To live in Thy great power ; 
Whate'er to-day, to-morrow brings, 
'Tis all Thine hand, Thine orderings. 

'Tis blest to breathe in Thy sure love — 
On Thee, in Thee, to live and move ; 
'Tis blest each day still to live on 
In Thy sustaining Son — 
Whate'er may come, it is all Thine : 
To love Thee and obey be mine. 

Onward still, and on I go 
Rejoicing — be it wind or snow, 
Sunshine or shadow — Thou the way 
Marshallest — may I obey : 
Receive this offering which I bring, 
'Tis Thou that givest me to sing. 

Williams. 
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THE LESSON. 1 Tim. iv. 6—16. 

" If thou put the brethren in remembrance 
of these things, thou shalt be a good mininfrr 
of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of 
faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou 
hast attained. But refuse profane and old 
wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather unto 
godliness. For bodily exercise profiteth little : 
but godliness is profitable unto all things, 
having promise of the life that now is, and 
of that which is to come. This is a faithful 
saying and worthy of all acceptation. For 
therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, 
because we trust in the living God, who is the 
Saviour of all men, specially of those that be- 
lieve. These things command and teach. Let 
no man despise thy youth : but be thou an 
example of the believers, in word, in conver- 
sation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 
Till I come, give attendance to reading, to 
exhortation, to doctrines. Neglect not the 
gift that is in thee, which was given thee by 
prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of 
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the presbytery. Meditate upon these things : 
give thyself wholly to them ; that thy profit- 
ing may appear to all. Take heed unto thy- 
self and unto the doctrine ; continue in them : 
for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself 
and them that hear thee." 

Gloey be to the Father, &c. 
Ouk Father, &c. 

Lord, open Thou my lips. 

And my mouth shall shew forth Thy praise. 



PRAYEKS. 

OMY dearest Lord, do Thou indeed choose 
me, and guide my uninstructed soul to 
choose Thee. Yea, I have chosen Thy word as 
my heritage for ever ; its truths to meditate 
upon, its promises for my security and encou- 
ragement, its commands for the rule of my life 
and practice. And since, O my God, we have 
thus mutually chosen one another, I desire to 
leave all other loves and cleave to Thee alone. 
From henceforth I will strive to win nothing 
but the gifts of Thy grace and the souls which 
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Thou hast bought with a price ; I am resolved 
to yield Thee an entire obedience, and to take 
up my cross and follow Thee, even though in 
so doing I suffer the loss of all things. Suffer 
me, therefore, to bring back to Thee those 
powers and faculties which I have ungrate- 
fully and sacrilegiously alienated from Thy 
service ; and receive Thy poor revolted crea- 
ture, who is now convinced of Thy right to 
him, and desires nothing in the whole world 
so much as to be Thine ; and this for Christ's 
sake. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY God, who by Thy providence 
dost call me into Thine immediate ser- 
vice: though Thou needest me not, yet ac- 
cept of my desire to serve Thee. And since 
Thou thoughtest nothing too dear to part 
with to rescue me from eternal misery, let 
me think no sacrifice too great in setting for- 
ward the everlasting good of my brethren. 
May I cherish them as members of Thy 
Body, and prize them as bought with an 
inestimable price. Confirm my feeble reso- 
lutions ; when I would flinch, support me : 
when my will would start back, come in with 
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Thy salvation : and grant that Thy holy will 
may ever be done in my soul ; for Thine is the 
kingdom, O Lord ; glory and blessing be to 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for 
ever. Amen. 

OGOD, in whom I live, this day I would 
consecrate to Thee, not some of my powers 
and possessions, not a portion of my services, 
or all I can for a certain time, but all and for 
ever. From this day I renounce all the former 
lords which have had dominion over me, every 
sin and every lust, and all the powers of hell ; 
and all the remainder of my days I desire 
to spend to Thee and for Thee. Vouchsafe 
so to influence and instruct me, that every 
hour may be so used as shall most promote 
Thy honour and advance the kingdom of Christ 
my Saviour, in whose name I offer my peti- 
tions. Amen. 

BLESSED Lord, who hast chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound those that 
be strong, grant that I may not be like faith- 
less Naaman, doubtful of the virtue of Thy 
holy ordinances; but with a deep sense of 
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my need of every help, and with all faith and 
thanksgiving, may I avail myself of the solemn 
rite of ordination. Let me neither supersti- 
tiously expect it to benefit my heart, unless 
Thou first be pleased to call me, and I for my 
part endeavour to make preparation for it : 
nor let me doubt its power to impart such a 
measure of Thy Spirit as may be needful for 
my work: but looking only to Thy promise 
to those who earnestly desire to do Thy will, 
let me be content to believe neither more nor 
less concerning it than is agreeable to Thy 
holy Word and the doctrine of Thy Church, 
in the true faith and obedience of which be 
pleased to keep me, for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. 

OLORD Jesus Christ, behold me, Thy poor 
servant, who for the love of Thee am 
hastening to lay aside my worldly calling: 
vouchsafe unto me Thy Holy Spirit to deliver 
me from all worldly hindrances, and desires 
of this life ; that so being changed, not in 
outward dress and appearance only, I may by 
Thee be clothed with the new man, which 
after God is created in righteousness and true 
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holiness, and not unworthily stand before Thy 
altar. Amen. 

The Prayer for ike restoration of unity to 
the Church. 

OGOD, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
our only Saviour, the Prince of Peace : 
give us grace seriously to lay to heart the 
great dangers we are in by our unhappy divi- 
sions. Take away all hatred and prejudice, 
and whatsoever else may hinder us from godly 
union and concord : that as there is but one 
Body, and one Spirit, and one hope of our 
calling, one Lord, one faith, one Baptism, 
one God and Father of us all, so we may 
henceforth be all of one heart and of one soul, 
united in one holy bond of truth and peace, 
of faith and charity, and may with one mind 
and one mouth glorify Thee : through Jesus 
Christ our Lord a . Amen. 

THE blessing of the most holy Trinity, one 
eternal God, descend upon me, and re- 
main with me for ever. Amen. 

■ It is much to bo desired tliat all good Christians, especially 
the clergy, would incorporate this collect in their daily devotions. 



SUNDAY NIGHT. 

A SHORT OFFICE TO BE USED AFTER ORDINATION. 

THE HYMN. 

At length the awful rite is past 

And we are set apart, 
To serve the Lord from first to last 

With undivided heart. 

The solemn promise has been given 
Which God and man have heard, 

To learn and speak the truth of heaven 
In action and in word. 

Thou, Who in Thy holy place 

Hast set Thine orders three, 
Grant us Thy chosen servants grace 

To win a good degree. 

That so replenish' d from above 

And in our office tried, 
Thou mayst be honour'd, and in love 

Thy Church be edified. 
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r THE LESSON". Jer. i. 17—19. 

" Thott therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, 
and speak unto them all that I command thee ; 
be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound 
thee before them. For behold, I have made 
thee this day a defenced city, and an iron 
pillar, and brazen walls against the whole 
land, against the kings of Judah, against the 
princes thereof, against the priests thereof, 
and against the people of the land. And they 
shall fight against thee ; but they shall not 
prevail against thee : for I am with thee, saith 
the Lord, to deliver thee. 

Gloet be to the Father, &c. 

Oitb Father, &c. 

I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lorch, 
And so will I go to Thine altar* 

PRAYERS. 

OLORD our God, who hast promised that 
they who forsake all the things. of this 
world shall be worthy of Thee : I commend 
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the small service that I can do for Thee to 
the unspeakable sweetness of Thy heart, and 
set it from henceforth before Thee, to direct, 
correct, and perfect it. Accept me, Thy ser- 
vant, who have now renounced all according 
to Thy holy commands : both for myself and 
for all the faithful, I offer Thee all myself, my 
body and soul, my strength and faculties, my 
thoughts and understanding, my time and af- 
fections, my substance, my fame, my friends, 
my liberty, and my life. Gracious Lord, who 
alone art worthy of all our service, let me 
serve and please Thee according to my duty, 
with all my heart and strength ; giving Thee 
thanks and doing Thee honour, and continuing 
in the faith and fear and love of Thee, to my 
eternal happiness, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

NOW, Lord, I am not mine, but Thine, 
therefore claim me as Thy right, keep 
me as Thy charge, and love me as Thy child. 
Fight for me when I am assaulted, heal me 
when I am wounded, and revive me when I 
am destroyed. What have I now to do but 
labour, and pray, and fast, and watch for the 
salvation of my own soul and those of my 
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brethren P Gladly shall this base blood be shed, 
every drop of it, if but one of the children 
of the Most High may be thereby brought 
home to his duty. Only, whether I lire or 
die, may Christ be magnified by the in-gather- 
ing of multitudes to Himself: who with the 
Father and the Comforter is ever glorified in 
the* Church, world without end. Amen. 



OLOKD, whose I am by creation, preserva- 
tion, redemption, and regeneration, and now 
also by ordination : no longer mine own, but 
His who lived and died and rose again : once 
more I would resign this body and soul, mean 
and worthless as they are, to the blessed dis- 
posal of Thy holy will. May I have a heart 
to love God and His people, the flesh being 
crucified ! May grace abound where sin has 
abounded much ! May I cheerfully and joy- 
fully resign my ease and life in the service of 
Jesus Christ, to whom I owe so much ! May it 
be sweet to me to proclaim to sinners like my- 
self the blessed efficacy of my Saviour's blood ! 
May He make me faithful unto death, and give 
me in the end the crown of life which can only 
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be ours through the merits of the same Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

BEHOLD the servant of the Lord: be it 
unto me according to Thy will, O my 
God. And when I have done and borne Thy 
will upon earth, call me hence at what time 
and in what manner Thou pleasest: only 
grant that in my dying moments, and in the 
near prospect of eternity, I may remember 
this my engagement to Thee, and may employ 
my latest breath in Thy service. And do 
Thou, O Lord, when Thou seest the agonips 
of dissolving nature upon me, remember this 
covenant also, even though I should then be 
incapable of recollecting it; and forgiving 
all my imperfect observance of my part, re- 
ceive me as Thine own child and servant, 
though disobedient and unprofitable, through 
the mercies and merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Amen. 

THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Ghost, be with me now and for ever- 
more. Amen. 



A LITANY 

TO 3£ USED ON THE EMBER HAYS. 

O God the Father of lights, who art the 
giver of every good and perfect gift, have 
mercy upon me a miserable sinner. 

O God the Son, the Shepherd and Bishop of 
our souls, have mercy upon me a miserable 
sinner. 

O God the Holy Ghost, the Sanctifier and 
Perfecter of the elect, have mercy upon me a 
miserable sinner. 

sacred and undivided Trinity, glorious 
and omnipotent Unity, have mercy upon me 
a miserable sinner. 

By Thy sinless youth, and meek subjection 
to Thy parents ; by Thy scrupulous fulfilment 
of all righteousness, and by Thy perfect obe- 
dience to the Father's will, 

Help and deliver me, Lord. 

* By Thy countless labours and sorrows ; by 
the love which Thou bearest to Thy spouse : 
by the sending forth of Thine Apostles ; by 
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Thy giving of the Comforter to abide with 
us, and by Thy second coming, to receive the 
kingdom, 

Help and deliver me, O Lord. 

From the grievous sin and folly of reck- 
lessly, thoughtlessly, or even hastily seeking 
the charge of souls, 

Good Lord, preserve me. 

From pride and self-seeking ; from covetous- 
ness and ambition ; from all impure mixture 
and unhandsome purposes; from little ends 
and low imaginations, 

Gkfod Lord, preserve me. 

From self-confidence and self-sufficiency; 
from vain reliance on outward ordinances; 
from foolish conceit and fantastic compla- 
cency in my own person, powers, or actions, 

Good Lord, preserve me. 

From all respect of persons ; from fear and 
flattery of men; from seeking to purchase 
their praise by sinful compliances, and from 
entertaining their applause with too great 
delight, 

Good Lord, preserve me, . 
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' From coldness and formality ; from irrever- 
ence and profane meddling with holy things ; 
from superstition and want of faith, and from 
neglect of Thy grace and holy inspirations, 
Good Lord, preserve me. 

From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism ; 
from novel interpretation, and careless, unpro- 
fitable study of Thy Word, 

Good Lord, preserve me. 

From want of charity and misguided zeal ; 
from sloth, ignorance, and insubordination ; 
from the condemnation of the unprofitable 
servant, and from being guilty of the blood 
of souls, 

Good Lord, preserve me. 

That it may please Thee to inspire in Thy 
temple both priests and people with true piety 
and holy worship, 

Grant of Thy mercy, Lord. 

That it may please Thee to protect and 
extend Thy Church ; to increase the number 
and graces of Thy messengers, and to clothe 
Thy priests with righteousness, 

Grant of Thy mercy, O Lord. 
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That it may please Thee to sanctify those 
that love the beauty of Thy house, and to 
glorify them with Thy divine power, 
Grant of Thy mercy, O Lord. 

That it may please Thee to fetch home to 
Thy flock all strangers and wanderers, and to 
make us one fold under one Shepherd, 
Grant of Thy mercy, O Lord. 

That it may please Thee to pity and 
strengthen all afflicted or departing souls, 
and specially all those that suffer for the 
truth, 

Grant of Thy mercy, O Lord. 

That it may please Thee to enable me with 
all boldness to speak the whole counsel of 
God, that I may exercise my office well and 
purchase to myself a higher degree in Thy 
holy ministry, 

Grant of Thy mercy, Lord. 

That it ma,y please Thee to give me skill 
and conduct in my difficulties, a discerning 
spirit, studious habits, and a sound judgment 
in all things ; and to guide me into all truth, 

Grant of Thy mercy, Lord. 
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That it may please Thee to set a watch 
before my mouth and. keep the door of my 
lips ; to destroy in me the inordinate love of 
pleasure and conformity to the world, the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life, 

Grant of Thy mercy, O Lord. 

That it may please Thee to make me an 
earnest lover of souls, wise to win them, and 
watchful to keep them, as one that must give 
account, 

Grant of Thy mercy, Lord. 

That it may please Thee to guide all them 
that are guides to others; that the whole 
Church may go in the right way to the right 
end, even eternal life, 

Grant of Thy mercy, Lord. 

That it may please Thee to give me the 
heart to present myself a living sacrifice unto 
Thee, to keep me, and strengthen me; to 
guide me with Thy counsel here, and after 
that receive me with glory, 

Grant of Thy mercy, Lord. 
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Lord, have mercy upon me ; 
Christ, have mercy upon me ; 
Lord, have mercy upon me. 

Ora Father, &c. 

MERCIFUL God, who hast made all 
things, and hatest nothing that Thou 
hast made, nor wouldest the death of a sin- 
ner, but rather that he should be converted 
and live : Have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, 
Infidels, and Heretics, and take from them all 
ignorance, hardness of heart, and contempt of 
Thy word : and so fetch them home, blessed 
Lord, to Thy flock, that they may be saved 
among the remnant of the true Israelites, and 
be made one fold under one Shepherd, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee and the Holy Spirit, one Qod, 
world without end. Amen. 



SHORT READINGS 

TOE CANDIDATES FOB HOLT ORDERS. 
I. 

A grate divine is one that knows the bur- 
den of his calling, and hath studied to make 
his shoulders sufficient: for which cause he 
hath not been hasty to launch forth of his 
port, the university, but expected the ballast 
of learning and the wind of opportunity. 
Divinity is not the beginning but the end 
of his studies : to which he takes the ordi- 
nary stair and makes the arts his way. He 
counts it not profaneness to be polished with 
human reading, or to smoothe his way by 
Aristotle to school divinity. The ministry is 
his choice, not his refuge ; and yet the pulpit 
is not his itch, but fear. His discourse is 
substance, not all rhetoric: and he utterg 
more things than words. His speech is not 
helped with enforced action, but the matter 
acts itself. He shoots all his meditations at 
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one butt: and beats upon his text, not the 
cushions ; making his hearers, not the pulpit, 
groan. In citing of popish errors, he cuts 
them with arguments, not cudgels them with 
barren invectives ; and labours more to shew 
the truth of his cause than the spleen. His 
sermon is limited by the method, not the 
hour-glass ; and his devotion goes along with 
him out of the pulpit He comes not up thrice 
a week, because he would not be idle ; nor 
talks three hours together, because he would 
not talk nothing ; but his tongue preaches at 
fit times, and his conversation is every day's 
exercise. In matters of ceremony he is not 
ceremonious, but thinks he dwes that rever- 
ence to the Church to bow his judgment to 
it, and make more conscience of schism than a 
surplice. He esteems the Church's hierarchy 
as the Church's glory ; and however we jar 
with Rome, would not have our confusion dis- 
tinguish us. In simoniacal purchases he thinks 
his soul goes in the bargain, and is loth to 
come by promotion so dear ; yet his worth at 
length advances him, and the price of his own 
merit buys him a living. He is no base grater 
of his tithes, and will not wrangle for the odd 
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egg. The lawyer is the only man he hinders, 
by whom he is spited for taking up quarrels. 
He is a main pillar of our Church, though not 
yet dean or canon ; and his life is our reli- 
gion's best apology. His death is the last 
sermon, where, in the pulpit of his bed, he 
instructs men to die by his example b . 



II. 



A parish priest was of the pilgrim train, 
A solemn, reverend, and religious man. 
His eye diffused a venerable grace, 
And charity itself was in his face. 
Rich was his soul, though his attire was poor, 
As God had clothed His own ambassador ; 
For such on earth his blest Redeemer bore. 
Of sixty years he seemed : and well might last 
To sixty more, but that he lived too fast ; 
Refined himself to soul to curb the sense, 
And made almost a sin of abstinence ! 
Tet had his aspect nothing of severe, 
But such a face as promised him sincere. 

b " Microoosmograpny, or a piece of the world unmasked in 
essays and ehancttirs ;" by John Earle, D.D. bishop of Salisbury.. 
1610. 
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Nothing reserved or sullen was to see, 
But sweet regards and pleasing sanctity"; 
Mild was his accent and his action free, 
>With eloquence innate his tongue was armed ; 
Though harsh the precept, yet the people charmed. 
For, letting down the golden chain from high, 
He drew his audience upward to the sky ; 
And oft with holy hymns he charmed their ears, 
A music more melodious than the spheres. 
For David left him when he went to rest 
His lyre ; and after him he sung the best. 

He bore his great commission in his look, 
But sweetly tempered awe, and softened all he spoke .. 
He preached the joys of heaven, and pains of hell, 
And warned the sinner with becoming zeal, 
But on eternal mercy loved to dwell. 
He taught the gospel rather than the law, 
And forced himself to drive, but loved to draw ; 
For fear but freezes minds ; but love, like heat, 
Exalts the soul sublime to seek her native seat. 
To threats the stubborn sinner oft is hard, 
Wrapped in his crimes, against the storm prepared ; 
But when the milder beams of mercy play, 
He melts and throws his cumbrous cloak away. 
Lightning and thunder, heaven's artillery, 
As harbingers before the Almighty fly ; 
Those but proclaim his style, and disappear : 
The stiller sound succeeds, and God is there ! 
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Though he had little, he had some to spare, 
To feed the famished and to clothe the bare : 
For mortified he was to that degree, 
A poorer than himself he would not see. 
Wide was his parish, not contracted close 
In streets, but here and there a straggling house : 
Tet still he was at hand without request, 
To serve the sick, to succour the distressed ; 
Tempting on foot alone, without affright, 
The dangers of a dark tempestuous night. 
The proud he tamed, the penitent he cheered, 
Nor to rebuke the rich offender feared. 
His preaching much, but more his practice wrought 
A living sermon of the truths he taught. 
For this by rules severe his life he squared, 
That all might see the doctrine that they heard ; 
For priests, he said, are patterns for the rest, 
The gold of heaven, who bear the God impressed ; 
But when the precious coin is kept unclean, 
The sovereign's image is no longer seen. 
If they be foul on whom the people trust, 
Well may the baser brass contract a rust. 

Such was the saint, that shone with every grace, 
Reflecting, Moses-like, His Maker's face. 
God saw His image lively was expressed, 
And His own work as in creation blessed. 
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IIL 

This would I be, and would none other be, 
But a religious servant of my God : 

And know there is none other God but He, 
And willingly to suffer mercy's rod ; 
Joy in His grace, and lire but in His love, 
And seek my bliss but in the world above. 

Then would I frame a kind of faithful prayer, 
For all estates within the state of grace : 

That careful love might never know despair, 
Nor servile fear might fearful love deface : 
And this would I both day and night devise, 
To make my humble spirit's exercise. 

And I would read the rules of sacred life, 
Persuade the troubled soul to patience, 

The husband care, and comfort to the wife, 
To child and servant due obedience, 
Faith to the friend and to the neighbour peace, 
That love might live and quarrels cease ; 

Pray for the health of all that are diseased, 
Confession unto all that are convicted, 

And patience unto all that are displeased, 
And comfort unto all that are afflicted, 
And mercy unto all that have offended, 
And grace to all that all may be amended. 

Sir Nicholas Breton. 
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IV. 

Ministebial power is a mark of separation, 
because it severeth them that have it from 
other men, and maketh them a special order 
consecrated unto the service of the Most High 
in things wherewith others may not meddle. 
Their difference therefore from other men, 
is in that they are a distinct order. So Tertul- 
lian calleth them, de adhort. castit. And St. 
Paul himself, dividing the body of the Church 
of Christ into two moieties, nameth the one 
part Ibarras , which is as much as to say the 
order of the laity, the opposite part where- 
unto we in like sort term the order of God's 
clergy, and the spiritual power which He hath 
given them, the power of their order so far 
forth as the same consisteth in the bare exe- 
cution of holy things called properly the af- 
fairs of God. They which have once received 
this power may not think to put it off and on 
like a cloak, as the weather serveth, to take it, 
reject it, and resume it, as oft as themselves 
list : of which profane and impious contempt 

• Heb.il. IT. 

I 
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these latter times have yielded, as of all other 
kinds of iniquity and apostasy, strange exam- 
ples. But let them know which put their 
hands unto this plough, that once consecrated 
unto God, they are made His peculiar inherit- 
ance for ever. 

Suspensions may stop, and degradations 
utterly cut off the use or exercise of power 
before given : but voluntarily it is not in the 
power of man to separate and pull asunder 
what God by His authority coupleth. 

Hooker, Ecc. Pol^ v. 77. 



The solemn question which concerns a 
minister's chief fitness for holy orders, as 
arising from the inward suggestion of the 
Holy Spirit, is often, it is much to be feared, 
too slightly thought o£ Far be from me the 
wish to excite unnecessary scruples in the 
minds of the well-disposed. If the candidate 
for orders be influenced by a clear and deter- 
mined disposition to do all the good in his 
power, by an earnest wish to promote the in- 
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terests of Christianity : a zealous hope of ren- 
dering bis conduct in the ministry, by its 
purity and usefulness, conducive to the glory 
of God, and the edification of His Church ; 
he may justly consider himself as called to 
the ministry by the Holy Spirit. For to Him 
only can he owe so pious a determination. 

But if instead of consulting the glory of 
God, and the edification of His Church, he 
has been intent solely or principally on his 
own ease, or worldly advantage, let me en- 
treat him, by the inestimable value of souls, 
by the unspeakable worth of that costly sacri- 
fice which Christ made for their redemption ; 
by the highly interesting hope of contribu- 
ting to their everlasting happiness; by the 
infinite recompense of the reward proposed 
to his pious labours; by the terrors of that 
sentence which God has already pronounced 
on the unfaithful shepherds of Israel: let 
me again and again entreat him, to consider 
whose business he is neglecting ; whose talents 
he is burying or wasting. If he reflect but 
for a moment on the importance of his office, 
the expectation of " God and His angels," 
and the interest which all good men take 
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in the success of his ministry, he can never 
want reason to rouse him from his inaction 
and correct his sense of duty, or motives to 
stimulate his conscience and confirm his zeaL 
Bp. Harrington's Charge at Durham, 1801. 



VI. 

As regards the inward call, need we be 
scrupulous, where inclination, abilities and 
education concur ? Thy parents have from thy 
childhood destinated thee to the ministry, and 
been at special care to breed thee up in learn- 
ing, to make thee in some measure fit for it : 
when thou art grown to some maturity of 
years and discretion, thou findest in thyself 
a kind of desire to be doing something that 
way in thy private study by way of trial: 
and withal some measure of knowledge, dis- 
cretion, and utterance, in such a competency 
as thou mayest reasonably persuade thyself 
thou brightest thereby be able, with His 
blessing, to do some good to God's people, 
and not be altogether unprofitable in the min- 
istry. In this so happy concurrence of pro- 
pension, abilities, and, education, make nq 
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further enquiry ; doubt not of thine inward 
calling; which once obtained, thou art cer- 
tainly in thine own proper course. Up and 
be doing ; for the Lord hath called thee, and 
no doubt the Lord will be with thee. 

But there is an outward calling too; else 
yet all is not right. Let all things concur to 
seal unto a man's conscience God's calling 
him to this function; yet as he hath not 
power to give himself orders to be a priest d , 
or institution into a pastoral charge, he may 
tender himself and his gifts for examination, 
to those to whom the power of admitting or 
refusing is committed, and modestly crave 
admission ; which once obtained, he hath no 
more to do. But if that be peremptorily 
denied him (whether reasonably or no it 
now mattereth not) he is to rest content 
awhile ; to employ himself at his study, or 
in some other good course for the time, and 
to wait God's leisure and a further opportu- 
nity. And if after some reasonable expecta- 
tion upon further tender with modest impor- 
tunity, he cannot yet hope to prevail, he must 
begin to resolve another course, submit him- 
* Heb. t i. 
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self to authority and order, acknowledge God's 
providence in it, possess his seal in patience, 
and think, that for some secret corruption 
in himself, or some other just came, God is 
pleased that he should not, or not yet, enter 
into that calling. 

Bp. Sandermm ad popukm. 1 Cor. vii. 24. 



VII. 

Do you demand what God requireth from 
you ? You must have, firstly, an unworldly 
spirit ; you must fly those mean spirits, who 
desire nothing in the Church but flesh-pots 
and play r you must have a soul, noble, elate, 
celestial, and strongly resolved to dedicate 
itself to God. The toil of affairs and secular 
recreations is not for you. Leave to sensual 
souls the onions of Egypt : your entertain- 
ments are in the society of angels. To be 
anxious after promotion, is to follow Christ 
for bread, not miracles: so for a living you 
lose well-living, and become a bad merchant, 
not a good pastor. Be content with what you 
get, and see that you use it aright. God for- 
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bid that you should ever employ the patri- 
mony of Jesus, the sweat and blood of the 
faithful, in rich cheer, excess, and play : to 
fatten beasts, or men worse than beasts, who 
live but on the sins of others, to raise unto 
yourself a heap of anger in the great day ! 
God forbid that the sacred buildings should 
mil into decay, the altars become naked, the 
lights eclipsed, the walls weep, and spiders 
spin their webs upon them, rats run up 
and down and religious men famish: that 
priests should present themselves before the 
altar with rude vestments, which savour of 
the tavern, whilst I know not what little niece 
drags silk at her heels at the expense of Christ. 
You are but stewards : beware how you squan- 
der the Lord's estate. Why should you pass 
into the other world drawing the malediction 
of earth and heaven upon your heads ? 

Secondly, you must have ardent charity: 
you must be an eye to the blind, a foot to the 
lame, arm and hand to the maimed, and a 
sanctuary to all the world. You must have 
as many chains to oblige men to you, as God 
hath given you means of well-doing. You 
must learn to love souls as the most precious 
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goods you have in the world ; to please your- 
self with the places which hold the objects 
of your charity and the knots of your charge 
rather than with the palaces of the great. 
When you shall have untamed spirits to rule, 
let them be an arrest for your heart, a sub- 
ject for your industry, and an exercise for 
your virtues. Satan, in Job, went round the 
earth to entrap men ; will you grudge to ad- 
vance some steps to save them? Noe was 
shut up in the ark with about three hundred 
kinds of beasts, because such was the will of 
God, and cannot you rest amongst souls created 
in God' 8 image, whereunto you are by duty 
engaged at your soul's peril ? What a shame 
for a Churchman if he cannot live unless al- 
ways with horses, dogs, and apes, when God 
calls him to the charge of souls! Julius 
Caesar marvelled to see men who had chil- 
dren at home dandling apes ; and who will 
not wonder, if when God allots to you so 
many spiritual children, you perpetually kiss 
monkeys, play with little dogs, and carry 
hawks ? 

Thirdly, you must possess angelical purity* 
as Esaias saith, (lii. 11,) " Be ye clean that 
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bear the vessels of the Lord." Once forsake 
the dignity of your character, and the night 
sheweth not more stars in heaven than there 
are opened on earth eyes to observe, ears to 
hearken, and mouths to blazon abroad. To 
some you cause mirth, to others tears, but 
to all indignation. On the contrary your 
demeanour should intermarry sobriety with 
charity. " Beware," as St. Jerome warns you, 
" of the banquets of rich seculars ; you are 
more in your place as comforters of their 
afflictions than messmates in their heyday. 
That clerk, who being often asked out never 
refuses, is easily despised." And not only 
must you shun all daintiness and gluttony, 
but you must aim at a strict chastity in 
thought, and word, and action ; and especially 
in your converse with women avoid too great 
familiarity, so as not to leave the shadow of 
a cause for scandal, and at the same time you 
will avoid distraction and disorder in your 
own mind. " Chastity," saith holy Zeno, " 
happy in virgins, strong in widows, faithful 
in the married, but in priests it should be 
wholly seraphical." 

Fourthly, you require zeal : the buckler of 
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brave champions of the God of hosts should 
be of fire, and all His soldiers wear crimson 
cassocks. You must become a wall of fire 
to serve as a rampart in the house of God. 
You must oppose the power of great ones, the 
wiles of the crafty, the close practices of the 
wicked: rebuke the disorderly, protect the 
poor, justify the innocent : having all bold* 
ness in the cause of truth, and being ready to 
spend and be spent for the brethren, and if 
need be to " lay down your life for their 
sake." 

Lastly, be prudent, for " discretion," saith 
St Bernard, " is not a simple virtue, but the 
governess of all virtues." Be cautious in re* 
proving, to speak reasonably, gently and affec- 
tionately ; and let no specious pretence of zeal 
betray you into any unreasonable heats, nor 
any difference in religion destroy in you that 
charity which is a peculiar mark of Christ's 
disciples ; " Giving none offence in any thing, 
that the ministry be not blamed." 

Caussm* 
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VHL 

Rsxembeb who you are. Ton are to treat 
the cause of men with God ; will you betray 
it? you are chosen to be the ark of the testa- 
ment; will you become a vessel of reproba- 
tion ? you are an angel of peace ; will you be 
an angel of darkness ? Apply yourself wholly 
to God, to whom you owe all. It is not a mat- 
ter of discretion for you to do well, but of 
necessity. Angels hover over your head and 
men are on every side to watch your actions : 
those who are blind as a mole in their own 
errors, have the eyes of a lynx for your im- 
perfections. Is it not a goodly dignity that 
you enjoy ? and shall it be said it becomes 
you as a jewel of gold in the swine's snout ? 
Yea, the Church stretcheth forth her arms, 
and prayeth you not to suffer her laurels to 
wither in your hands, not to deface her tri- 
umphs, nor eclipse her lights. She hath seen 
many miseries, many hath she borne and 
many overcome ; but never has she felt any 
wounds more dolorous than those which the 
vices, ignorance, and negligence of her clergy 
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have inflicted. It is these have opened the 
gate to heresies, enlarged impiety, fomented 
infidelity, disposed the brows of the wicked 
to insolence and their tongues to slander ; it 
is these have darkened the present times with 
horrible confusions, and are even now vomit- 
ing on the times of posterity. Will you in- 
crease these calamities, and with your corrup- 
tions make a bridge for the faithless to ruin 
us ? Alas, what will become of you in the 
end, when you shall be accused before the 
Judge of having been a viper in the Church, 
a scandal to the simple, an ill example to the 
most corrupt, a fiery torch fit to inflame the 
house of God ? Where will be found punish- 
ments enough to inflict on you, and where 
can you get members enough to furnish out 
so many punishments ? " How can you escape 
the damnation of hell ?" 

Caussin, 

IX. 

Which the world's two main burthens ? if you aske, 
Truth saith the kingly and the priestly taske ; 
Both heaven-born functions, but the last all fire ! 
They'd need all caution be, who that aspire. 
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Indeed for soule-cure who sufficient is ? 

It startles even a chief apostle, this 1 

What Atlas shoulders, nay, what angel's fit 

Thus to beare heaven up ? and yet since it 

Is both God's acceptation, and decree 

This treasure should in earthen vessels be, 

We gratefully attend the divine call, 

And then in all obedience 'fore it fall ; 

But without that (and signaliz'd by those 

Who rightly have the keys on't to dispose) 

We stirre nor foot, nor hand, least Uzzah-like, 

Some suddaine vengeance our presumption strike ! 

Must all your arts and plants mature with time, 

And this which needs most leape into it's prime ? 

Beware bold flies that buzze about this flame, 

Lest your proud wings being scorched in the same, 

Tour fond Icarian zeale at last fall down 

Into that lake which pride shall ever drown ! 

But you that by both callings enter faire, 

Snuffe your own lights, and take a watchfull care,] 

The wearer doe not holy vestments staine, 

Or to your Master a dishonour gaine : 

If undeserved scandall doe you spoile, 

Those shafts to their own shooters' breasts recoyle ; 

Knowledge the head, the heart crowns holinesse, 

Light and perfection make up Aaron's dresse : 

Spirituall and corp'rall charities, 

With fervent prayer's his daily sacrifice : 
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Ton must hare skill in divine surgery, 
For lion's heart, soft hand, and eagle's eye 
Both to search out, and lance the putrid wound, 
Whilest the bruia'd spirit must be gently bound : 
But what need I tell you what God requires, 
Who read of Nadab and Abihu's fires ? 
Yet let me cheere your pains, your converts may 
Once shine as heaven, but you as starres for aye. 

Ed. Sparke, 1652. " Serious attendants on the 
Sacrtd Solemnities." 
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